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TRACT,

" SHOWING THAT THE.SEVENTH DAY

SHOULD EE OBSERVED.AS-THE SABEATH,

INSTEAD OF THE PIRST DAT;

“ACCORDING TO THE.COMMANDMENT”

BY T. M. PREBLE.

Remember the Sebbath day to keep it boly.  Six dars shalt thou latcr
and-do all thy work: But the seventh day is the SaLbath of the Lorc Lsr
gr% Init shalt not do any work, thou, vor thy si:n, nor.‘ht!’sy daugh-

y L1y Ian-servant, nor thagniid-servant, nor-thy caitle, nor stranger
that is withig thy g_:'ns: Fomin six dsys the Lord made Geaven and eazg.h,
the sen, and &l that in them is; andSrested the:séverth day :-7Wherefore the
d.0-d biessed the Babbathwday and hallowed it.—Exoovs xx. 8-—-11.
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TO THE READER.

Tue sibstance: of the following -pages, was first
published in “'The Hope of 1srael,” Feb. 26, 1845.
Believing however as T do, the subject contained in
this little Tract, to be df great importance, and wish-
ifig to do what I can, to present this truth to the true
childreh of God; I deem it mir duty to publish it in
“the present form, with an enlargement, that it may
have as wide a circulation as possible. . -
“That the blessing of God may attend it,
. Is the prayer of the
' AvuTHoR.
~ March, 1845. :

A rew QuesTioRs yor THE JlzapEa To AsswER, axronn ficaptne
tux FoLLowing Paars.—What satherity have you in the Old or New
Testament, to keep any day as n thbnll. or day of rest 1 .

Do you find any command in the Now Teztament? If not, why do you
uot obiverve the'day that is appointed in tho 4th Coamandment 7 .

Has the day ever been changed ?  If 50, when andwhere ? Please point
ta the chapter and verse. - )

When you was a child, did not your Kurenu and others whe tanglt you
Jo Keep * Sunday baly,* direct you to the * Fourth Commanidment * s au-
thority for kecpiog it thus? Did you cver thiuk of the inconsistency Y
The Commandment says the screnik day, and you taught to keep the firaf,

How'could you reprose a person for workius, er deing any thing clve on
Suduy, ar fivst day of the week, ns the same faw whicl malics it wrong1o
work, &¢. on “God's boly.dsy,” _commauds the olscrvance of the sevenih
day; insitad of the first :



THE SABBATE

TO TIIE SAINTS SCATTERED ABROAD,

BgLievine it important for us to have the truth on
Jl subjects, '‘antl especially those connected with the
mmediate coming of Christ, I would present a few
thoughts on the*Sabbath ; notfor controversy, but for
the cobsideration of the true *“Israel,’”’ who are look-
ing for thé “promise,”. and speedy “‘redemption.”

The remarks of Dro. Miller in his “Lecture on the
great Sabbath,”. I like very well, becanse I believe
they are trne.  In speaking of the Sabbgth he says,—
“Its eing contained in the-ten commands, written by
the finger of God, on both tables of the testimony, gra-
ver on stone,* to be a sign forever,t and a_perpetual
covcnant, proves, in my opinion, beyond the:shadow
of a doubt, that it is as binding upon the Christian
church as upon the Jowish, ahd «in the samc manner,
and for the same reason.” #Life and views,” p."157.

[T hopo all will pay particylar atiention to these ve-
marks of Br. Miller; and also my references at the bat-
‘om of tho page.] ' o

Again ho says, p. 160, In speaking of the Sablail
s a sign, ‘‘Itis a sign, because Glod /ias given it lo us
uwpressly for that purpose.)’ See our text: ““T'o be n
sign between me and them,” i. e. Petween God and the
hildren of Israel.. Now another question will evident:

y arise: Who ate the children of Israel? 1 answer,

“See Ex. 34: 23, Deut. 4: 13 & 10: ¢,
TEx. 31: 17, Exek. 20:713.
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while the first covenant was stapding, they were the
children of Jacob, descendants of the twelve tribes ;—
but that cbvenant they broke: see Lev. xxvi. 2, 15,
also, Deut. xxxi. 10—16. ‘T'his covenaut was broken
as Moses had foretold. "T'ben Jesus Christ brought in
a new covenant which continued the sign of the Sab-
bath, and prepared another people, by writing hislaw
upon their hiearts. "'hese now are the true Israel; for
the chaunging of (hie subjects never did, nor ever .can
change the moral law of God. Thercfore Paul argues
the circumcision of the heart, and says that “they are
not all Israel which are of Israel, neither because they
are the seed of Abraham, are they all children ; baut,
in Isaac shall thy seed be called; i. e. they which are
the children of the flesh, these are not the children of
God ; but the children of the promisc are counted for
the seed.” Now if the children of God are the truc
Israel, and if the Sabbath was given as a sign forever,
and a perpetnal covenant, I ask, how can it be abol-
ished while there is onc Israclite yemaining to claim
the promisc? You have cvidently noticed, that all
the difficulties on the Subbath question among Chris-
tinns have arisen from the foolish, judaiziug notion,
that Israel meant ouly the literal Jew. But when we
understand Israel to mean the people of God, the difli-
culties, every man must acknowledge, all vanish at
once. I say, and I believe I am supported by the Bi-
Lle, that the moral Jaw was never given to the Jews
‘as a people cxclusively, but they were for a scason
the keepers of it in charge. And through them the
law, oracles and testimony, have been handed down
to us. See Paul’s clear reasoning in Romans, 2d, 3d,
and 4th chapters, ou this point. Then says the ob-
Jjector, we are under the same obligation to keep the
- Sabbaths of weeks, months and years, as the Jews
were. No, sir; yon will observe that thesc were not
included in the decnloguc; they werc attachments,
added by reason of transgression, until the seed should
come, to whom the promise of one eternal day or Sab~
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bath of rest, was made. *“Therefore therc remaincth
a keeping of Sabbatlh to the people of God.” Only one
kind of Sabbath was given to Adam, and enly one re-
mains for us: see Hosea ii. 11 : “I will cause all her
mirth to cease, hier feast-days, her new noous, and her
sabbaths, and her solemn feasts.” All the Jewish
sabbaths did cease, when Christ mailed them to his
cross. Col. ii. 14—17. “Blotting out the hand writ-
ing of ordinances that was against us, which was con-
trary 1o us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to
his cross; and having spoiled principalities and pow-
crs, he made a show of thein openly, triumphing over
them in it. Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath~days; which are a shadow of
things to come; but the body is of Christ.”” These
were properly called Jewish sabbaths. Hosea says,
“her Sabbaths.”  But the Sabbath of which we are
speaking, God calls ‘my Sabbath.’ Here is a clear
distinction between the creation Sabbath and the cere-
monial. ¥ The one is perpetual ; the others were mere-
ly shadows of good things to come, and are limited in
Christ. ‘The Subbath which remains is to be kept on
the first day of cvery week, as a perpetual sign, that
whean Christ shall have finished the work of redemp-
tion, we shall cnter into that rest which remains for
the people of God, which will be an eternal rest.”’
T'he scntiments expressed in the above extract, 1 be-
lieve to be true, except the closing part where it is said
‘“I’he Sabhath ‘which remains is to be kept on the first
day of cvery week, as a perpetual sign,” &c. Now, 1
ask, how can this be? 1f we keep 1he first day as “a
sign,” I do not see how we can have our thousand
years’ rest in the new earth, till the eighsk thousand
years, as the first day wonld be the cighth, reckoning
in successive order from creation. But we all as ad-
vent believers, Lave, and do still expect ourrest in the

4] hope all will notice the distinction Bro. M. makes between the Jewich
Sabblath, and Giod's Sablath ; it is evidemtly true,
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seventl thousand years. Therclore I think we should
keep the “seventh day’’ as “‘a sign,’’ ‘‘according to the
commandment.” 1 know the reasons which are given
in favor of keeping the first day, and they once satis-
fied me, but fail to do it now, afier a thorough exami-
nation of the subject. It is said that the resurrection
of Christ,—and his often meeting his disciples on the
first day of the week—together with the practice of
the Apostles, are suflicient reasons for observing the
first day of the week. 1n regard to the resurrection of
Chrrist being on the first day of the week, I will not
deny, though some may think it needs proof. Re-
specting Christ’s oflen meeling his disciples on the first
day, I think we have no positive proof that he over
met with them on this day but once when they were
assembled for worship, and this we find in John xx.
19. In Matt all that is said about it is, *‘Bchold he
gocth before youinto Galilee; therc shall ye see him,”
&c. Matt. xxviii. 7. Mark says, “he appeared unto
two of them as they went into the country, and after-
ward nuto the eleven as they sat at meat,” &c. Mark
xvi. 12——14. Lmuke expresses it about the same as
NMark. Luke xxiv. 13-15, 30, 33, aud 36. John ap-
pears to be a little more definite and says, ‘““Then the
same day at cvening, being the first day* of the week,
when the doors were shut where the disciples were as-
sembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and stood in
the midst,” &c. John xx. 19. 1o the 26th verse he
says, ‘‘And after cight days,” &c. Not the eighth day
after, as it ought to be, had Christ met with them the
next first day. Tn the 21st chapter, 1—3 verses we
find that he met them.again at the sea of Tiberias
where the disciples were trying to catch fish. We see .
therefore, that Christ appeared to the disciples while
they were “‘going into the country’’ — “as they sat at
meat’—and wheun they were “fishing,”” but only once

“Let all notico that wherever the phrase, “first day of the week occurs
in the New Testament, the word day is in ilalics showing that it is not in
the original, but supplied by the Traunsiutors.
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when they were assembled for worship, unless their
sitting at mcat, or logether—as the margin reads, be
consitdered a mceting of worshirp. _

In rclation to the practice of the apostles, there is
but one mecting of the disciples on the first day of the
week, meutioned in the New Testamenut, and that is
in Acts xx. 7. DBut there are many meetings record-
ed, which they held on the Sabbath.

I know 1 Cor. xvi. 2, is considered proof respecting
the first day; but when cxamined, 1 think it proves
the contrary. Itsays, ‘‘Upon the first day of the week,
lct every one of you lay by him in storc as God haitl
gfospered him,” &e. ‘I'he cxpression ‘“lay by him in
store,” I think plainly implies that they were at home,
rather than at meeting. Rev. i. 10, is the only other
glacc that can be construed to favor the first day.~—

ohn says, “J was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.”—
Now, who knows whether he meant the first or the scv-
enth day? [ think the latter, because it is called ““the
Sabbath of the lLord thy God,” but the first, is no-
wherec called so !! v

In regard to the Sabbath, Christ says, ‘“The Son of
man is Lord also of iheSabbath.” Not e Sabbath, but
the Sabbath. He says also, ‘“T'he Sabbath was made
for maun, and notw man for the.Sabbath.” Mark ii. 27,
28. Hec docs not say, the Subbath was made for the
Jews, and a Sabbath for the Gentiles, but “rge Sab-
-bath was made for man.”—All mankind. Some may
think that our first day, is in reality the seventh, but
this is settled when we examine Matt. xxviii. 1, and
Luke xxiii. 56, & xxiv. 1, where a plain distinction is
made between the twodays. Matt. says, “In theend
of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first
day of the week,”. &c. Luke says, “And rested the
Sabbath day according to the commandment. Now
upon the first day of the week, very early in the morn-
ing,”’ &c. ) .

, After having examined the ancient custom in rela-
- tion to the first day, we will now see what it was in
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vegard to the seventh or Sabbath. Tlhe first passage I
will notice, is the onc just quoted in Luke xxiii. 56.—
“And they returned and prepared spices and oint-
nents, and rested the Sahbath day according to the
:ommandment.”  Mark this: “And rested the Sabbatl
lay, ACCORDING TO THE COMXNANDMENT. Acts xXiii. 42,
ays, “And when the Jews were gone out of tho syn-
wgogue, the Genltiles* besouglit that these words might
12 preached 1o them the next Sabbaih.” Verse 44,—
‘And the next Sabbath-day came almost the whole
ity together, to hear the word of God.”” Acts xvi. 13,
‘And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by ariv-
' side, where prayer was wont to be made.”  Chap.
wvii. 2. “And Paul ashis manner was, went m unto
hem, & three Sahbath-days rensoned with themn out of
the seriptures.” This says, “as his manner was.” xviii.
4, *And he reasoned in the synagogune cvery Sabbath
and persuaded the Jews and the,Greeks.” This is
“evcry Sufbath.”” 11th wverse, “And he coutinved
there a year and six months.” Now if it was Paul’s
“munner’’ io renson in the synagogue “cvery Sabbath,”’
he must have, in this place, observed sevenly-eight
Sabbaths. It is cvident that Christ had hiseyeon tho
obzervance of the Sabbath, as late certainly as A. 1.
70, when Jerusalem was destroyed, when ho said :(—
“Pray ye that your flight be not in the wiuter, neither
on the Sabbath-day.” Matt. xxiv. 20. But il this
“tribulation” spoken of, has rcfercnce to the “Papal
persecution,” as many believce, then they were directed
in the observance of tie Sudbath, to a much later pe-
riod. Paul in leb. iv. 4, says, “For he spake in a
certain place of the scventh day on this wise, And God
did rest the seventh day from all his works,” &c.—
Not the first, hut the sevent’ day.

A fow [acts now, to show what these have to ac-
knawledge who keep the first day.

I the Bueyclopedin of Religions knowledge,—Arti-

¢ilany say thai the Jows only, obscrved the Salibath ; but this pacsage,
aud others alan, show us olearly, thut the Geafiles vhacrved the Saldaik. —
Ser Acts 18: 4, onthia point. ’
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cle, Sabbath—we read, “The Sabbath was appointed
at the creation of the world, and sanctified, or set apart
for holy purposcs, “for man,” for all men, and there-
forc for Christians ; since there was never any repead
of the original institution. ‘o this we add, that if the
moral law be the law of Christians, then is the Sab-
bath..ds oxplicitly enjoined -upon them as upon the
Jews:+ But that the moral law igiour law, as well as
the law of the Jews, all ‘'but-‘Antinomians must ac-
knowledge; and.few, we suppose, will be inclined to
run into tho-fearful maces of that error, in order to
support lax notions as-to the'abligation of the Sabbath;
into ‘which, howegver, they must be plunged, il they
denyithe law of the.decalogne_to.be binding.”-
~Tn fhip- Address 16 ihe*fLord’s Day Convention,”
holdensin Baltimdre in .1844,=%of which Juln Quinty
‘Adanvg-was:Rresident;<swé, fid:(]iis reark in recom-
mending - the dhsérvance of the'Bhristian Sabbath :—
“It"ian laiveof :(God, do-evalwlthlsrention. 1t is one

f the selected Jow of the tehi conimandmeyits, that brief
but comprehensive.expresyion’of Lis will.”-
.. By these’sxtracts, ‘e 86¢:that the fourth command-
ment is acknowlgdged to'benidw binding ipon us. Oh!
ithat men;were.congisterif: Reador, will you be? God
gtant that you'may.

Ou the title page-of the “Second Advent Library,

No. xxxviii,” written “By S. Bliss,” on *“The Chro-
nology of the Bible,” &c., wo read thus:—

“Onc day is with the Lord as a thousand years.—Srt. Peres.
“The soventh Day is the Sablath of the Lord thy God.—Ex. xx. 10.
I gave them my Sabbaths 10 be a sign between mo and them.~Ez. xx. 12.

“Which are 2 shadow of things 10 come."—Sr, Pave, ‘

See what an acknowledgment this is, by Br. Bliss!
A word now in relation to the history. As far as |
have been able to examine, during the last six months,
since I became convicted on this point, I find the fol-
lowing to be truec. The disciples evidently kept the
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first’day ol the week as'a festival, in commemoration
of the resurrection of Christ, but never as the Subbati.
A controversy howover commenced toward the close
of the first century to see whether both days should be
kept, or only-dne; and. if one should bg. given up, -
which one, the first day,%or . the scven_th;'_-_,.'%lligelgon-
wroversy increased ‘century-after centyry till‘A; D603,
when Pope Gregory passed-a law abolishing the sev-
enth day Sabbath, ancr establishing the first day.%-~

Euscbius says of Constdritine, “ That he command-
ed, theough all the Roman Fnpjre; that tho first -day
of the week should be obsétyed nsa Sabhath. L4 The
Parliament of England me{son, Sandaj sitill,the time
?f Riclard IL"} S “ ,%mgfﬁrg&lawéaﬁﬁnglgpdﬁipﬁﬂq

or the kecping of Sutday, :was.in anetime of :Bdward
VI, nbout'lifi'u;?_-’ dn Bt}.:'iwp.E 'fshdorli:' j{il’Eften"m
1635, he says, ““Taxy¥; Jerome's. ‘dayy, The devorifest
Christians, did work:pngho:first ﬁa:yf._gﬁihﬂ?ﬁéek.";' :

And Jolsi Cakfp, $0:hie- Insufation.ofithe <CGhrs-
tian Religion,” pago 128;:says, *Mhe.0ld-Eathers put
in the place of tho Sabbafhithe:dayiweicall Sunday.!!
Mark this! 7%e Old Fathersdid 147 Not.the . God
of heaven!! Whom will we.obeyg =

Thus we see Dan. vii.. 25 {ulfilled;, the:*Tittle horn.
chauging “limes and laws.”’ * “Therefore jt appears to
me that all whae keep the first day of the week for /e
Sobbath,” arc Pope’s Sunduy Kespers!! and Gov's
SAuBATH LREAKERS! (! '

T'roTa is what I am afier, and if 1had but onc day
on this carth to spend, I would give up error for truth,
as soon as I conld sce it.  Mlay the Lord give us wis-
dow, aud helpus to keep all * his commandments that
we may have right (o the tree of life.” Rev. xxii. 14.

Yours, daily locking, and paticutly, waiting * for
that blessed hope and glorions appearing of the great
God, and our Savior Jesus Christ.”,

*Naronins’ Councils, 603. .
1uselius’ Life of Canstantine, Book 41h, Chap. 17, 18.
{Bampficld’s Foq. page 116. .



«SUPPLEMENT.

"The word Sablath, signifies rest - T'hat of Sunday
is so called because-it was dedicated to the Sun, by
the heathen nations in the north of. Europe. '

Idolatry wo see in this, then. "

_The word Sunday, never occurs in the Bible, and in
no instance is the word Sabbath applied to the lirstday
af:the week, but always refers to the seveuth day.

" It'is sai?* that the same portion of time which con-
stituted the soyenth'day from creation, could not be
pbserved in all parts of the carth, on account of the
- diflerent degrees of latitude and lougitnde.

“=The objection, however, amounts’to nothing in my
mind, as the San must riso on this cantinent at.:the
same timo as at the creation of the warld. * T'herefore,
thougl the Sun may rise at a-different time in Pales-
1me from what it does here, yet it.will make no ditler-
cnce in the time of our beginning the Saubbath. “'T'he
evening and the morning were the firstday.” Thore-
fore, we shounld begin the Sabbath on I'riday evening,
and.cnd on Saturday cvening, '

Fhe question is frequently asked, whether it would

not be best now, as the practice of keeping the first day
has become so general, to continue to observe it, al-
though it is not the {rue Sabbath, as a change of days
would make it so difficult to manage our worldly al-
fairs-—go to meeting, &c., &c.? :
- 'T'his question may_ be casily answered by asking
another, namely : “ Wiether il beright in the sight of
Go’e,l Lo hearken nuto sen wore than unto God, judge
yc. . . . -

I know by experience that there arc some diflicul-
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ties in the way of keeping God's Sabbath. " Bit what
ofthat? "This wicked world. have always.opposed

ghe triith, angd those who practice it,”and they always
Will.” But for ope, Ihad rather obey Ged, and. have
his approbation here, and finally enjoy-“the blessings
of the new earth—though all men* hate. me-<than to
have the good opinion of men here, and perish-at last.
Or:in otherwords, and in the language of:another, 1
hiad rather-go to Heaven alone, than to Bell; with the
multitude.” “And ‘as e have every reason: io-be daily
looking: for the Lord to:come and call us-fo judgment:
nay the reader and the wriler) KEEF ALL TEE coMMAXDS
OF. (0D, TEAT WE MAT BE READY FOR THAT Di¥,
: AMEN.



