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IN TEE SUNSHINE OF TIK CROSS.

WILL €. DALTEY,
(Hattle Oveek, Miehd

ayk hot bn ke shisflow of Ao eross: but on the snuay

aldo 0f She vroes, whese the Sun of :m‘bknnmnn Ay shine

o your heoss — Tealdmony, O, 2,

If there s vest within the shadow of the eross of Cal
ey,

How muafi more within the sunshloe |s there rest
for you and me!

How much beighter is the sunahine, with {ts beans

s0 fall of lite,

Than is any darkenad shwlow, with ts worry, toll.
and strife!

Why not live whhkin tho gunshing, o its warm nnd
toncler light?

Why stay ever ‘nesth the shadow, with i lark nned

gloomy night?

Why not rise ind sentter sunlight, guiding pilgrima
an thelr way?

You may lead some groping steamgper from the dark-
ness fnt) day.

Turn your fsce ap 1o the sanlight, aad with Josus
eror nhide;

Christ Is not within the shadow — he is on the sther
alde,

In his love o warm and tendor, making sunshine
wver'y where,

Lot us dwell 5o closs boside hlm there ean be no
sladow there.

Hleat no longer, then, my brother, fn the alisdow of
the orass,

But step ont into the sunshine; tot its boams not guf-
fer loss:

Let the light diupel the darkness that hua long bean
la your way:

’Gntlwﬁuu shndows brig the night-4imao; let ns dwell
withlp tl

WORDS OF WARNING.

Nus, K, 0. WHITE,

Wuxs Ohrist sent forth the twelve, he
warned them of the persccution they would
rocoive for his sske, ©“Behold,” he =ald, 1
send you forth a4 eheop in the midat of wolves:
be ye therefore wise as sorpents, and barmless
as doves. Hut howare of men: for they wil)
doliver you up to the councils, und thoy will
geourge you in their synagogmes,” They
will do this while they apsarenuy wish yon to
regard them ua your friends. By the docopeive
attitude which they sssnme to retain your con-
Vdence, they will betray yon. They hide the
spirit of the wolf under the appearance of the
sheep.  Their lips may k words a8 smooth
a8 oil, but the poison of asps is under their
tongues.

The trath of Christ's words was verifiod in
tho caso of Lavsrus.  Those who witnessod the
resnrroction of Lazarus wore unable to keep

silencdo; the mirmcio was the burden of tho
conversation of thonsande. God designed that
there should be witnesses to give publicity to
this, Christ’s crowning miracle. At the feast
of the Passover, many were drawn from their
homes to woo and hear Jesuvs, ¢ And they
came not for Jesns' sake only, but that they
might sce Lazarns alvo, whom he had raised
from the dead.” Many of the Jews weat away,
and believed on Jesus, Those who saw Lazarns
told othors, and thus the news spread. Buch
a thing had never before beon heard of.  That
he who had boon cut off from among the liv-
ing, now stood smong them with the love of
God expressed in Lis face, wan the wubjoct on
all lips.

¢ The I"barisces thereforo said among them-
selves, Percoive yo how yo prevall nothing?
behold, the world is gone after him."” The
ovidencos of the resurrection of Lazarus wore
80 clear that tho rulers conld not resist them:
neither could they frame their falsehoods go
long as he stood to bear testimony against them.
All the false statoments of the priests and
ralors, all their hatred and jealousy, could not
draw the poople to thom ws long ss Lararne
was living to sny: He spoke, and 1 was re-
lonsed from the bonds of death. 1 live; yet
not E, but Chelst lveth in me.” The same
omnipotent power that made the world hue
conquered death, And se long as Lararus
lived, his testimony eould not be silenced,

4 The chief priests consultod that they might
put Lazarus also to death; becanse that by res-
son of him many of the Jews went away, and
belioved on Jesus.”  As thoy had Iaid their
[:lunu to kill Josus, g0 they consulted together

ow they might, in some secret manner, em-
ploy men to rid tham of the prosence of Lazu-
rus.  If ho were removed, they thought, they
conld more easily scoomplish the death of
Christ.  When men open tho door of the heart
to lot Satan in as their guest, thoy follow his
promptings, and let unbelief bear away. Thoy
misinterpret and misapply the Secriptures; for
thoy rend the Word in the light of their awn
pervorted imagination. While they put on an
appearance of sanctity, and profoss to bo doing
the service of God, there is no end to the
crimes they will commit if circumstances but
favor them,

¢ And yo shall be brought before governors
and kings for my sake,”” Christ continved, ¢for
& testimony against them und the Gentiles,
But when they deliver you up, tske no thought
{be not snxions] how or what ye whall sponk:
for it ghall be given you in that ssmo hour
what ye shall spesk.”

From the burning bush the Tord reproved
Moses for unbolief whon be pleaded his inabil-
ity to speak. ¢ Who hath made mar’s mouth §*
he sald, “or who maketh the dumb, or deaf,
or the soeing, or the blind? have not I the
Lord? Now therefore go, und I will be with
thy mouth, and teach thee what thon eshalt
way.”  When the word of the Lord camo to
Jeromiah, he eaid, ¢ Ab, Lord God! behold, 1
can not gpeak: for 1 wm u child,” But the
Lord said to him: “8ay not, 1 am & child: for

S

thou sbalt go to all that I shall send thee, and
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.
Be not afmid of their faces: for [ am with thee
to deliver thee, saith the Lord.”

The sume God who gave his messages to
Moses and Jeremink will give his word to his
witnesses in this generstion. ¢ For it is not
ye that speak,’ Christ declares, ¢but the
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.™
Tﬁiu word of the Lord has been verified in all
ages, and it will be vorified to the close of
time in all who hold the beginning of their
confidence firm unto the end.  The moest pow-
erful testimony will be given in defonse of the
faith once delivered to the saints, Tho Holy
Spirit is close beside those who are called to
witness for truth and righteousness.  He orders
the teatimony that {5 borne before earthly su-
thorities, that the glorlows truth may appoar.

The Listory of Judas s written for our learn-
ing. Ho was o hotrayor of sacrod trusts.  He
had an opportunity to bocome converted, Leart
and soul, to Christ. The Saviour bore long
with his perversity and defocts of charactor,
He gave no personal rebuke; he dealt with
him by revealing principles of righteousnees,
But this was not enongh. Before he left his
disciples, ho desived thom to know the true
charactor of Judas, and he reproved him for
his eovetonsness in robuking Mary for hor use
of the ointment.

Christ washed the feet of Judus. This was
the timo for Judas to confess his sin, and ask
the forgiveness of Christ. Thls was his oppor-
tunity to nocept Christ, or to shut the door of
his heart against the light. The promptings
of the Spirit were represscd.  Judsa of
tho broken body and spilled blood of hiz Lord,
and wont out from the table to beteay his Mase-
tor. Ho wonld not reecive counsel nor reproof;
he was determined to have his own way, to fol-
low his own impaises.

We have far greator light than Judas had.
Wo havo & erucified, risen, and sscendod
Saviour, who eover liveth to make intercession
for us. The reveals to men their dangaor,
and warne them to put sway all selflshness,
that they may have that faith whkich works by
love and purifies the sonl. Yet, notwithstand-
ing this, Batan works npon humsn minds to do
as Judag did, The deadly, groveling pussions
that take posscesion of the heart in theso lsst
days, whon self once becomes lifted up, bring
all kinds of avil. Those who sympathized
with Korah, Dathan, snd Abiram in their apos-
tusy, Drought bIight and death upon them-
m m! 3 3 R g

enuse of Christ will be betrsyed, Thowe who
Bave Lnd tho light of trulh, and lave enjoyod
Ti=_blossings, but who have barned wwiy from
it, w! own the Spirit o 5 110

with & epirit from benenth, they will tear down
that which thov onco buiit up, snd show to all
roasonable, God-learing soule that thoy can not

Do trusted, Thoy may Isy claum Co trush and

righteonsnees, but their spirit and works will

tos thit tlicy sre betrayers of thear Lord,
n call th OViD,

of the Holy Spirit.
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to such a church, and that they would have others _it will go th h triumphantly,. We have already
join them in standing apart. stated that there 15 no eighth church. The Laodicean

But waitl the l.:ujiccan church is the last church  church here brought to view as being in need of cvery-
of the seven,  There is no other. It is cither th thing, is the same church that wilf gain the victory
church, or none. T God rejects this chues over every besetment and stand at last on the sea of
no church in the earth; for - ess by glass, victorious over even the beast and the image.

sn Rev, 15:2. The people are without guile, and God
Himself finds no Jault with them, They are faultless
. even in the sight of heaven. Rev, 14:5. They has
=t (here be no misunder-  heeded the counsel of the true Wity
; » Laodicean church, un- received the eyesalve, they
v &S it iy, miserable, poor, blind, and naked, is

still God's church. There 15 no other.

Someconc may ask in perplexity: “But how can
be? How can God's church be in su
and still be God's churchz
somewher :

door is ‘c)}'rcned,
people into union with Him.
them upon His throne as overcomers.
greater promises in the Bible than these.
be a source of great encouragement to
teling with sin.
may feel assured that the Laodiccan
S vBut ot the in-da last is not forsuken by the l(.lnnl. this
- 1t Say=s igon en {0 | is given us: “Enfecbled and defective,
Ch{‘Stfo“y y d S\gape\’n U SY?'\\:‘,“ art exa“edd\g\‘l\ln nl)l:g to be warned and counseled, the
abie d {hou, sahtl, W g‘ﬂt dxc!us_Ll.\Lub.inu_nLClu;inh_nmmm:—
you- done faki “Jerusalem is a representa-
tion of what the church will be if it
g refuses to receive and walk in the
light that God had given. Jerusa-

lem was favored of God as the de-

way out t\,\ee ,

the mess| \N 4 { _

‘:l‘r’?':'". aine ab\ pository of sacred trusts. But her
1} 18 1 ¥ »

the matd e MOrE nan 0 At ;‘u is terribly| people perverted the truth, and de-

despair, as | ' e~ @Rd Join with ST LAETE 18 SOMEUY gnjsed g]| entreaties and warnings.

those who judd ) 3 nhonmming\Jnl’ Isracl, message itself states P . g

Rather we pent before God, accept the counsel  chasten: be zealoug They would not respect His coun-

" i - : anxiety to hide ou _
e Witness, and buy of Him the things that Gk Coramets this T sels. The temp|e courts were per

» There is sin in the { verted with merchandise and rob-
made for these exitpory  Selfishness and love of
mammon, envy and strife, were
cherished. Everyone sought for
{gain from his quarter. Christ
turned from them, saying, O Jeru-
K salem, Jerusalem, how can | give
thee up? "How often would | have
Gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chick-
il ens under her wings, and ye would
not." So Christ sorrows and weeps

"lover our churches, over our insti-
While the individual is thus left to ‘work out his

own salvation with fear and trembling, the case with Confession | tutions of learning, that have failed

the Laodicean church, as a church, is different.  The If these things be|to meet the demand of God. . . .”
gates of g:ell shall not prevail against it, The last  Confession, full and Notebook Leaflets from the

t: it wi L . is a prime conditiol .
AND SABBATH HERALD Elmshaven Library Vol. 1 p. 20

unduly exalten

Manyscri
SCript
stretch every nerve to giin p Re’eases Vol. 1p

The Last Church Is to Triumpl
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E beireve .. R
of the fourth volume of we
Commentary is a news item
of the first order. This volume is the
largest book, in total word content,
ever published by the denomination.
It contains 1,184 pages, but on each
page there are shout three times as
many words a page of an aver-

~ \\g 3 :
age * “\('(\e 5 volume contains
0 0O ter as is ordinar-
5\)\\ e‘s‘_‘a— €
CO(\ \)(\6 -
S! (8]
A\ N m\-i“ ovoet ; 200 \"le“‘a"\e‘5 uts the work of
. (e GO e ' thousands of
= ’&‘(\\(\\‘e 6(_‘,(\9‘ \No‘d of ,\\(\a\ 00“\\46 ((\\)c‘“ 3 ranuscripts,
W es OO W ot e W RN\ 2 GO W g by six ed-
e ea(\\“g 8 o of ants in lan-
e © “0\\3\‘ e W= ology, and
\NO\)G Ay srand total of
W X —ached the almost in-
S el _gure of 11,025 hours. The

_uge book receives perhaps 500
hours of editorial work.

o0 This volume, which runs from
¢ Isaiah to Malachi, deals with an area
of the Bible on which Adventist book
writers have provided very little. In
fact this fourth volume presents the
first rnmgrchcmivc inter~=— ion of
the words ~* on  ament
~ e heen WHTEN WP iheq
ntaries N2 £, and as
§ comme \\ed great, il

Hundre Sob mnen who ar€ f‘? carth's istory S . .f_of
\ . ists.
the 90 e\\ Z‘m gcenes of ¢ g will be made ite Aan-
{ 0 entatio e, contf te-

near | repres jth humbles =% e
ore Sc\,-\p‘u\’es OWers fo ti© ries
m dto st e will devot fhell e prophec\es of
nee ho jall e
nearts. TN “\ord, and esp?\c\‘ae rewarded Y Te‘s. =
sty | se lest 085 (o 75, 1899, BF o 3y %
eferring mportant trutl AM " §
discove uscripts M - wu_wide and so

untitle | easauve an examination.

( This volume contains thirteen full-
page maps specially drawn for this

work, which picture the ministry and
30

/

of various of the great proph-

v M the campaigns of foreign
nations against Israel, which are so
frequently discussed by the prophets.
In addition there are color maps,
tables, and chars,

Before the editorial work on this
volume was completed photographic
reproductions of the Dead Sea Scrolls
for Isaiah, Habakkuk, and Danicl
became available. Copies were im-
mediately secured, some directly from
Jerusalem. Al the significant varia-
tions of Bible text found in these
scrolls were noted and incorporated
in this volume.

Copies of the first three volumes
were sent out for review to one of the
most eminent of Old Testament schol-
ars, H. H. Rowley, of Manchester

tainly have pointed them out. He

found and mentioned one small error
in the caption to & map. (We are suill
fallible.) Otherwise the extended re-
view speaks in highest terms of the
scholarship of the work. Here are
typical statements:

“Superbly produced with the best
maps, clear printing, intelligible di-
vision of material, artistic and sturdy
binding.” “Everything is set forth
without speculation, in language ac-
cessible to any well-informed person.™
“Since chronology is ‘the soul of his-
tory,' particular attention is paid to
it. This part of the work is truly out-
standing, so that it is in no way in-
ferior to the better treatises on the
history of the Old Testament.” “Al-
together praiseworthy is the zeal of
the editors o promote and w dis-

University, England. His review was
printed in one of the publications of
the learned Society for Old Testament
Study, He refers, at the outset, to “the
conservative and literalistic”  view
resented in the comments on Genesis,
ut, he adds almost immediately: “Tt
would be a mistake, however, to dis-
miss this commentary as useless or
unscholarly. . . . The writers are
familiar with the work of modern
archacology, and altogether represent
a scholarly conservatism, which will
enable their work to he consulted with
profit at many points,” This is typical
of the tone of his review. He chal-
lenged no statement on history, chro-
nology, archeology, or Hebrew.

The first three volumes were also
sent to the Pontifical Biblical Institute
at Rome, the highest school of Bibli-
cal studies m the Catholic Church.
In due time a long book review, in
Latin, appeared in iodical
Verbum Domini. If various errors,
factual, historical, etc., had been pres-
ent in the Commentary yolumes, the
reviewer, a fesuit scholar, would cer-

3

seminate an understanding of Holy
Scriprure. The present work contrib-
utes much to that end.” The review
ends thus: “By far the greater part
of the work can be said (o be char-
acterized by solid and serious work-
manship. But most praiseworthy is
the application of the conclusions of
modern archeology and history to the
deeper illumination of the sacred
texe.”

These Protestant and Catholic book
reviews ought to hearten us all and
settle forever the question of whether
the Advent Movement possesses writ-
ers who can produce scholarly works.
Let us thank God and take heart.

To the many thousands of our

ple who Ilav!? ordered the 7-volt}l):1:
Commentary, we send out, with joy,
this fourth volume. Contributors and
editors alike have purt their best into
its 1,184 pages. We turn now to pre-
pare the fifth volume, which wﬂr be
ready in the spring of 1956. May. the
study of this Commentary make of
the Advent ple ever more intelli-
gent, well-informed, Bible students.

REVIEW AND HERALD



eth to his earth; in that verv 4~
thoughts perish” (Ps ™"
In the 1-*

- wsates the
—ausant Church:
awenned teaching of the
wnurch is expressed in the words of
the Council of Trent: “That there is a
purgatory and that the souls detained
are benefited by the prayers of the
faithful and especially by the accept-
able sacrifice of the aftar. . . . In pur-
gatory the souls can themselves wipe
out their debt only by suffering.” "—
CuarLes E. MartiN, Catholic Reli-
gion, [')p. 288-290.

If the purgatorial fires burn out
sin, then there is no need of a Sav-
iour. Such teaching does away with

the atonement wrought by Jesus
Christ.
12. According to the Bible, how is
emed?

and had received T go
whereas 1 was more good, ] Gamme—
a body undefiled” (Wisdom 8:19, 20,
Douay Version).

These supposed words of Solomon
do not agree with the inspired words
of his father, David, which say: “Be-
hold, T was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me”

. be looking fo
«“ who profess to
worl\l/([iat:r,\d seek more earnestly the ap

are cold and formal, like
words addressed t?‘ thga dice
3:14-20. They are ne!ther o
"-faithful and True Witness,

ment,” and ""eye-sa

Answer—"0 Lord God of my fa-

pleteness, and is7sy
that the messages extend to the end
of time, while the symbols used re-
veal the condition of the church at
ditferent periods in the bi

ing of
the speedy com ng
E)lause of those around them,

the nominal

Laodicean Church, descrl

LA
nor hot, but

d zealously ré

lve," he will spue them out 0

w1 the land”
ammeon and Levi are breth

p=

their habitations, . .

The Laodicean Church—4

iR AMONG
{Gen.

. oe
. -<a works. It,
g —.ave mno place in the
. of Holy Writ,
There are many more references
in these seven Apocryphal books to
rove that their origin is not of God.

- Enough is covered in this study to
rén; instruments of cruelty are in

illustrate why these books should not

. Cursed be be included in the canon of our Bible.

A Message for All Christians

By R. L. Odom

We have shown in previous articles
that the Laodiceans are God’s peo-
le, and that the Laodicean message

lies to  Seventh-day  Adventisis.
Now we ask: Are the Laodicean
church and the Seventh-day Adventist
Church one and the same thing?
Does the Laodiccan message apply
solely and exclusively to Sevemh-t?av

n_nearing the sunset
. E. G. White
nfirmed what

had been
bncerning  the
ation 2 and 3.

seven churches
church in dif-
Christian era.
indicates com-
bolic of the fact

they buta short

be their presen
lukewarm.
pent, and obta

must extend to the

end of time. Thus the symbolic Laod-
icean church is to bring to comple-
tion the history of God's people (ﬂxr

i re beco -
Chmt,tr?an the approbatl
time since separate
t condition perfectly.
+ And unless they
in ""gold tried in
£ his mouth.” Review and Sabbath

ing the Christian Era. There is no
other church to follow.

Concerning the first of the sym-
bolic churches we are told:

“Of the church at Ephesus, which
the Lord Jesus used as a symbol of the
entire Christian church in the apos-
tolic :35?, the Faithful and True Wit-
ness declared: ‘1 know thy works,
and thy labor, and thy patience, and
how thou canst not bear them which
are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars: and
hast borne, and hast patience, and for
My name's sake hast labored, and hast
not fainted. "—Ibid., p. 578.

For Entire Church of Era

From this statement it is unmistak-
ably clear that the Ephesian messa
was agplicablc to “the entire Chris-
tian church in the apostolic age,” and
not to just a part of God's peonle :

that ed to this
God. They

.oming conform
on of

the fire,
Herald, June 10, 1852

C 1
y, He that is true, He that hath
the key of David, He that opencth,
and no man shutteth; and shutteth,
and no man openeth; 1 know thy
works: behold, 1 have set before

REVIEW AND HERALD




Might kno I uth, frequently going far beyond
= s meg Came to 2 q y going )

point in thei ning, ang p gether to g¢ b any

would Cotr,;)e’r StUdy where e, Ea‘?ée‘?.af ed to teach itl\fi)t/hthe Bible, in orgep g
sages we haestl) & I woulg be’te{k ® €an do nothjn, nﬁ) oo Vhen they cZntwhey
labor ang teach‘iaef;2 Wdying woujq pe glvff N Vision, ang 4 zge, o SPiritof the Eot;)dthe

pokes in regard f, ciit"\:elH' ThUS light s i With instryction o hewon of the pag
ISt, His mjgg;j,, ven that he ow we
n, q . Were ¢

sTiave bee
sured by so many in the Christian world.
We have often been regarded as minimiz-
ing, if not rejecting, the completeness of
the atonement of the cross. But actually we
neither reject nor minimize the cross;
rather, we magnify it, when rightly under-
stood. The censure disappears when the
soundness and logic of our real position is
set forth clearly. Misunderstanding melts,
adice gives way.

encompassing atoneme
The Answer to Two Vital Questions

The question has been asked, “Why, in
our early days, in the light of all this, did
not Mrs. White point out and correct the
limited or sometimes erroneous concepts
of some of our early writers concerning the
atonement? And why did she employ some
of their restricted phrases without con-
trasting, at the time, her own larger, truer
meaning when using them?” In answer, it
is essential that first of all we remember this
basic fact: N inal truth ti,
tially through the Spiri prophecy—
in a single case. 'The messenger of the Lord

never ran ahead of the church’s discovery
of truth directly from the Word. That may
be a surprise to some, but it is true. It is true
of the sanctuary, our teaching concerning

g Tight brought out through
reverent study of the Word, or when op-
ition developed, or even downright re-
jection, Ellen White would be given sup-
porting, clarifying messages to sustain the
new or fuller light that had been discovered
and presented from the Word. This was
the uniform procedure. The Spirit of
prophecy confirmed truth; it did not initi-
ate truth.

Moreover, these confirmatory counsels
would often continue to be given over a pe-
riod of years, or even decades—amplify-
ing, enforcing, and clarifying the discov-

the scrip.-
€ssages vy, 1 p. 205

of the counsels set forth followimg—
some of which are even yet not clearly per-
ceived. But they stand undeviatingly on
record for our guidance and blessing await-
ing our perception and acceptance.

The further question has likewise arisen:
“Just why were these counsels, clarifica-
tions, and expositions on the atonement,
and its priestly application, not brought
together [or our use before this?” The an-
swer, we believe, is equally simple and
straightforward and obvious: No one had
taken the time for the sustained effort in-
volved in laborious, comprehensive search
necessary to find, analyze, and organize
them. Since our leaders were largely un-
aware of this latent evidence and its price-
less value, the need was not felt, and the

NNX “wnaon

T wmEnaN

the Sabbath, the nature of man, prophetic  time required for such a vast proiess 1 his se-
mt:r}:iretianon, e.t&::etle]r.a. o il c?nsidered availahle— ut he revealet
And along with this must be a plete & thing,
paralleling fact: The discovery a 1 ord GO will do nO¥ Amos 3
cation of Bible truth was 4 «gurely the Lot s the Prop ets. -—
diligent Bible students to discy his serval S —o1ore than that, the price-

forth from the Word itself, t

ful study—which is the histo Gtestant

Fesruary, 1957

ress Manuscript statements are not available
in published form.
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“Who Is Sufficient for These Things?"
M. 5. NIGRI >

President, South Brazil Union Conferer-~-

isters of the ¢
ing of Aaron
hood, of the p
and the Thu sy
plate upon th iest’s miter. The
whole chapter contains important lessons
for our ministers today.

Choosing the Priests

We read in Exodus 28:1, “And take thou
unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons
with him, from among the children of
Israel, that he may minister unto me-
the priest’s office, even Aar~
Abihu, Eleaza .y

AN .
ot yTimoty E
. .1 1o ‘l’
__cvaken from among
for men in things pertain-
g to God, that he may offer both gif
and sacrifices for sins:
passion on the ignorant, and on them tk
are out of the way: for that he hims
also is compassed with infirmity. And
reason hereof he ought, as for the peo

he that is called of God, as was Aaron.”
We see here that his principal responsi-

us the entire
icipated in the consequences of
his sin; his official acts were considered as
though they were acts of the people. The
opposite also was true, bringing blessings
from Heaven upon the whole nation.

In like manner the minister of the gospel

todav 1s the high prnest. "God has a

'enG od

who can have corn «

bilitv was to act as a mediator, as a link

between the holy and the profane, between

God and man. In his oflicial position the

high prest was not a mere man but an in-

Decesesr, 1961

church, and she has a divinely appointed
ministry. . . . Men appointed of God have
been choe= watch with jealous care,
andme“’ erseverance. "—Testimonies
52, 93;
pected of Aaron and his
R f\pe(‘ts of us today. I trust that we
—all may feel the weight of the souls under
our care, and that we realize that we are
truly separated to minister and to intercede
as representatives of the people. Our con-
ern should be like that of Bera, king of
war of the four ngx against
Abraham, “Give me

ters upon the earth
act in His stead.’ -—Ihe 141; 0] :
tles, p. 122. This is also what the church
expects of us.

In a ministerial council held in the
South Brazil Union Elder Enoch Oliveira,

o=
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a minister of the
0 the most important

ween God and His people—inter-
cession or mediation. All heaven was con-
tinually interested in this intercession be-
cause upon it hung in balance the happi-
ness of each Israclite. To be such a medi-
ator was a glory and an honor.

To the high priest these garments served
as a constant reminder of his holy callin
as a steward of the mysteries of God. O
him the Lord expected a life entirely con-
secrated to Flis ministry. Could a greater
honor or glory be given to a human be-
ing than to be a mediator between God
and man? But why the finery and ornamen.
tation of the garments? Because both the
high priest and the congregation needed
to be made aware of the beauty and holi-

w0d_and the purity of their wor-
ator (Pf. 29:2). The

Todav_we are the hixg!l priests. “Every-
thing connected with the apparel and de-

ortment of the priests was (o be such as to
impress the beholder with a sense of th
holiness of God, the sacredness of His s
ship, and the purity requi
came into His _pes
ers, p. 178, "
that favorable n
are made upon\©
ment in the pul on
ner of speaking, |\ 4
vite courtesy ani
and should carry
nity becoming to
nity and a certain |
with meekness, sho
meanor,"—Ibid., p.

The High Prie

There is someth aither in this
twentv-cighth chapter that has greatly im-
pressed me, and perhars it is the most
touching symbolism of all the holy apparel
of the high priest. (Read verses 12, 29, 30,
34, 38.)

Upon his shoulders the high priest bore

Decemper, 1961

two stones of memorial upon which were
engraved the names of the children of Is-
rael, symbolizing that he, in addition to
being respousible before God for the peo-
ple, was bearing the load of their sins.
Over his heart he carried the breastplate
with twelve stones, and on each one was
engraved one of the names of the twelve
tribes, symbolizing the love and affection
that should be felt for the people. It was to
be a constant reminder of his position and
responsibility in the midst of Israel. Also
prominent upon the breastplate were the
two stones known as the Urnim and Thum.
mim-~the former represented divine ap-
proval and the latter the displeasure of
God. The word Urim means “light” and
the word Thummim means “perfection.”
Upon the head, or more correctly upon
the ro‘:'chmd, as part of the miter, the high
priest wore the plate of pure gold upon
which was written “Holiness to the Lord."”
was the most important of all the priestly
——ascription was to give to the
‘ancept of reli-

bring iniquity into the
God. God desires that »-

be considered
is much more
lication, with-
\ose who are
the most im-
s to learn,
ninistry and
d with the

us in his
3: “"Feed
you, tak-
bnstraint,
y lucre, but of a
«—neither as being lords over
<1s heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock.” What a tremendous responsibility

1o act as mediators between God and man!

We must carry the people in our arms!

Bear them upon our hearts! Reveal to
them a sanctified life! In other words, the
minister of Christ must forget himself and
think more of his flock. He must not shun
his responsibilities and heavy burdens, but

29



Now, as full-fledged Seventh.d
ventists, these earnest Lo
panded "

Freedom Bells Ring
. ’ .
in Bogota, Colombia
By J. G. NIKKELS
Departmental Secretary
Colombia-Venezuela Union

illing ands tam
1 solidly into_the E

On October 29, 1966, a further step
was taken toward religious freedom in
Colombia, with the foundation of the Re-
ligious Liberty Association of Colombia.

The announcement of this event, which
took place in Bogotd, the capital city, was
well received by the press and many dis
tinguished persons in the civil as well as
the religious world.

A Scvenihiday Advcndst, Raimundo
% Pardo Sudrez, was chosen as president,

1

Olava, a Cat and a relative o
several of Colombia's past presidents. H,
Niemann, pastor of the Central church of
Bogotd, was clected secretary, and Fer
nando Tapias, an Adventist businessman,
treasurer, Dr. Carlos Didacio Alvarez, a
Catholic lawver and staunch defender of
religious liberty, was appointed auditor.
The rest of the directorate was chosen
from among leaders of various religious
Crauasions,

The constitution and the bylaws were
kigned on November 2 by several well-
nown persons, such as Dr. Lizaro Re.
trepo, secretary of the senate of the re

ublic, and Dr. Joaquin Pinzén, another
nator.

The honorary members of the new so.
ty are Dr. Uribe Vargas, senator; Dr.
tonioc Castellanos, secretary to  the
sident; and Dr. Navarrete, lawyer for
Province of Cundinamarca.

ccording to Dr. M. Buenfiglio, reli

A —mame was found jn a
largeTowse at Airmadidi, not too Ear
from Menado, headquarters of the East
Indonesia Union Mission. Into this
rented house was squeczed the collége—
men’s and women's dormitories with tri-
ple-deck Dbeds, the dean's apartment,
classroom-church - chapel-study-hall-room,
library, and offices. Behind, in a separate
building, were the kitchen and showers.

The first school year began during a
revolution—the aborted coup of Sep-
tember 80, 1965, Early newscasts on that
day of registration voiced counsel from
the American Embassy that all Ameri-
cans should stay in their homes. But the
registration went on as usual, and 27

gious liberty secretary of the Colombia-
Venezuela Union, plans are being made
to establish branches of this society in
virious parts of Colombia. The executive
committee presented & memorial to the
resident  of the republic, Dr, Carlos
Jeras Restrepo, and to Cardinal Luis
Concha Cérdoba, highest prelate in Co
lombia, in order to acquaint them with
the aims of this new society

On December 19 the association was
recognized by an act of parliament as an
entity having legal personality

Let us pray that religious freedom may
increase and intolerance disappear, so
that this gospel of the kingdom can be
preached more mapidly in this Latin-
American country.

Bahia, Brozil, YBS

Nine Vacation Bible schools were held
in the Bahia-Sergipe Mission in 1966,
I'his year we lmpr to double this num-
ber. The children have thanked us many
times for something constructive to do
during their sparc time.

We haye marveled how the children
have responded to the acuvities thar have
been carried on in different arcas. The
children in Floresta Azul, where we have
always had the largest groups, sometimes
as many as 130, work with what they have
—and that isn’t much. But they make
up for the difference with their natural
talents. I saw all sorts of dolls made
from eggs that had been painted and
marked just right. The boys made their
cars from matchboxes and coconut shells.
Many made beautiful pieces of art work
out of bulls' horns they had found in the
fields, polishing them in such a way that
they really shone.

R. C. Borrsrorn
Departmental Secretary
Bahia-Sergipe Mission

students showed up.

18

Organizers of the Religious Liborty Association of Colombic (left to right): Rev. Paul
Soénz, Carlos Moreno, Fernando Tapias, Dr. Carlos Didocio Alvarex, Rev. Noel Olaya,
Roimundo Pardo Sudrex, Bishop Wealter Ballesteros R., De. E. Ldkotos, and M. Buonfiglio.

REVIEW AND HERALD, March 9, 1967



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

other hugher oo
P

Anp Louise Jones (loft) and Rosalic Ander-
son, Andrews University students, sight-see-
ing in Rome's Momertine Prison. The hond
above them points ot the original opening
to the dungeon in which they are standing,

Members of the tour group mingle with
members at the entrance to the Seventh-day
Advantist church in Rome. Generally, gov-
ernment offices permit those desiring to
worship on the seventh daoy to have it frec.

Dyring the visit of the Church-State Study Commission to Italy, the members joined in a

goneral popal audience in St. Peter's. Alterwards three members of the commission spoke

briefly with the Pope—{lfrom left) Pierro

anares, religious liberty socretary of the South-

ern Europeon Division: Rolond R. Heystod, editor, Liberty; and Leil Kr. Yobiassen of An-

drews University. The Pope Is here seen presenting a souvenir medol to Dr, Tobiassen.
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' wally.'
that Adventist soldiers
my Do asked to render on Sunday sery
ices not performed on Saturday, No lim-
itations  are !)l.l(('(l on Sebbath ob-
servance. The Minister ol Delense ad-
vanced rwo interesting reasons for his in
tercession for our youth: He felt it
his duty, and it would be absurd ro pat
obstacles in the way of religious obsery-
ances by young people at the very ume
when “we all recognize that most evil in
the world comes from athe and luck of
veligion."

3. Sabbath observance for Seventh-day
Adventist employees in government. The
ofhce lor religious affamrs of the Ministry
of the Interior in cooperation with the
othce of the Prime Minister has
the following directive:

“Since the number of government e
ployees who are interested in the ob-
servance of the Sabbath as 2 dav of
is very smali, it would not interfere with
ordered activity of the work if requesis
from time to tume presented for permis
sion not 10 work on the \;nl.\i;.:!!l wer(
Ihis  permission s o be
granted, raking inte consideration the
possibilities of an orderly activity of cach
wrvice and office concerned, the time
lost on the Sabbath to be recuperated on
Sunday or other holidays or throu
overtime work.”

was

'
Issued

i

rest

Government offices which have granted
Sabbath privile include: The Minis-
wics of the Interior, Foreign Commerce,
Finance, Treasury, Public Health, Trans-
port and Civil Aviation, the regional
povernment of Sicily, the cities of Rome
and Florence, and other
ment departments.

many govern

And, as we have noted, private in
dustry 100 has taken an enlightened ar-
ttude toward Sabbarth observance. I
some government officials have cheir way,
become mandatory for private
to honor Sabbath con

i may
industry
victions,

Not long ago the Minister of
asked Dr, Rossi to contact several mem
bers of Parliament in order o bring to
their attention the Sabbath-rest provision
in the weekly reseday Bill brought be
fore that body last year, The law office of
the Federal Council of the Evangelical
Churches of Italy is supporting Dr.
Rossi's effort, and has alre intervened
with the authoricies,

4, Sunday Laws. The Minisay of Com-
merce and Industry i examining the pos-
sibility of authorizing Advenust recail
merchants who close their shops on Sat
urday to open them on Sunday, The
Minister of Commerce has written that
he “agreefs) fully with the considera-
tiony developed” by Dr. Rossi,

It can be scen that the
thorities have, during the
made great advances not only roward re-
ligious freedom, but in understanding
the 3:1(!1)]111:\ of minority religious

likewise

Labos

Italian au-
past decade,
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THEOLOGICAL UNIT
GETS 9 CATHOLIGS

Step May Lead to Full Role
in World Church Council

By EDWARD B. FISKE
Spectal to The New York Times

UP'IP‘?ALA. Sweden, Jul lll
- e M_Qﬁﬂ,ﬂ_
_Churches toda nine

Romm Catholic theologians to
embership in its ipal

theologiul body, the

sion on Faith and Order.

The action represents the
first time that Cathobcs have
become full participants in al
mor branch of the council,

ch represents most
Protestant and Q
churches throughout the world.

Leaders of council said

in any way prejudge the ques-
tion of full Roman Catholic
membership.” He added, how-
ever “What will grow out of
!t,Godon»yknows. We are on
la journey.
Vote Is Unanimous
The action was taken by
unanimous vote of the 720 dele-
gates to the Fourth Assembiy
‘of the 20-year-old ecumenical
organization. The assembly is
'the council’s highest policy-

urc -Missouri Synod

and various Baptist bodies.
Two Americans were among
the nine Catholics named. They
are the Rev. Raymond E. Brown
of St. Mary’s Seminary in Balti-
more and the Rev. Walter ngs

hardt, a Jesuit from W
stock College, Woodstock, Md.
Other Americans named in-
cluded the Rev. Jaroslav J.
Pelikan, a Yale University
church “historian from the Lu-

‘theran Church-Missouri Synmod.

The commission on Faith
and Order is charged with pro-
ducing scholarly studies on,
the various theological ques-|
tions pertaining to church unity
and the ecumenical movement.'

Undef today's acuonl
the number of places on the'
commission was mcreasedI
from 120 to 150 in order to
offer full privileges to former
observers, Fifteen of the new:
places were filled today, with:
the remaining 15 left open for
future nominations.

Frequently a Bellwether

The Commission on Faith and
Order has frequently been a
bellwether of theological and
ecumenical trends, fnst year
it decided to pay less atten-|
tion to imes that divide the
various churches, such as the

of the sacraments or
~apostolic succession, and to
‘concentrate on new problems
thac; ¢:ro'.~i’se confessional lines,
'such as proper relationship
|between the church and the
secular world.

At a news conference to-
day, Konstantin 8. Valiseichik,
a member of the General Coun-
cil of the Union of Ev. cal
Christian Baptists in the iet
.Unm denied that believg:
in country were persecu
\because of t:geu' religious con-
victions.

“If there are some
ple who have been sentenoed‘
it is not because of their con-
victions but because of the;
violation of some law,” he said
in answer to a question.

Soviet rules on religious
practice include a ban on
proselytxsm outside the church

synagogue and prohibition
of religious instruction to any-
one under 18 rs of age.
| Mr. Velisej said that he
was hopeful that these laws
might be modified but he said
that so far the major religious
groups had not asked for
change.

v

Ehe New Yok Times

Published: July 12, 1968
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The World Council of Churches:
Seventh-day Adventist
Conversations and Their

Significance—Part 1

B. B. BEACH

Educotionol Secretary, Northern Europeon Divisicn

“Our ministers should seek to come near
to the ministers of other denominations.
Pray for and with these men, for whom
Christ is interceding. A solemn responsi-
bility is theirs."—Evangelism, p. 562.

N‘wﬂxﬁ

o
v Historical Background

I\ While in Rome in connection with the
Vatican Cound] a@cm'@nd
an Adventist representative came (o the
conclusion that an informal meeting of a
small group of Seventh-day Adventists
with an equal number of representatives
from the World Council of Churches
would fulfll a useful purpose—Adventists
being insufficiently informed regarding the
WCC, and the WCC staff and church lead-
ers being equally in need of additional and
more comprehensive knowledge regarding
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The ing w 5. the
participants being selected by the two or-
ganizers. Thus, the conversations got un-
der way on a completely informal basis
and were held under the sole responsibility
of the participants. Subsequent meetings
have become somewhat more formal, in
the sense that the employing bodies of the
SDA participants, including the three Ad:
ventist divisions involved, have given ;hcia‘
approval by facilitating the selection o
the SDA representatives. 1he General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists has
been kept informed regarding the meet-

11—

ings, though it has taken no direct, agﬁivg
part_in_the consultations. The Novﬁ r

24-26, 1969, consultation was the in
the series.

Purpose of Conversations

The original @
gether was quit€ simple, straightforward

and unpretentious: acquaint each side
with the structure, funcuoning, and think-
ing of the other side Thic £

of ¥
cere
and

in mecting to-

me t
i t, (now called WCC) tha
ational Reform movemen _
th;r \kl‘vi):\lld and the church have linked hands to bring

i iness,
{he |abOUt, will manifest the sarrxh?sﬁrk\e;\jéog;etzla;?gglirr\\ .
i rance
i arrogﬁﬁz,paé;\vc\il;:\; Cc))|fehumam councils then assumetq tk\\lsm
ot ages(.) atives of Deity, crushing under-the.lr_desp;o ic onsi'-
e prber tg of conscience and the right of individua re?jpfor "
sx}ltn ||'I('atr Yand imprisonment, exile, and d_eath follow;athere !
dlalc_a blhI y(,) osed their dictates. Many will plead 'chiat e
m_a‘tu o Orozgect that popery will ever be revived. If i t?sm‘s
dxsxctu- ?gggin its lost ascendancy, it will be_ by Rrots;’:?rt\) e
very ‘s giving it the right hand of fellovyshlp. lf_lt S e,
timz : lated into power by the co_ncessnon_s m; t(ljn;e S e
ing thi the fires of persecution will be rekind eh t%uth Pk
SDA 1 who will not sacrifice conscience an_d('; e D O tian
;a"g(‘- errors of the papacy- Once let the minds |0w iy
o turned‘ av(\jlay I:gmpi?jd&;?)tnhl;nda they will be
ored and his holy day and ey oy,
ready to take any step where ;it‘ag gﬁgry e por. .




Continued from previous page

desirable. On the other hand, the Advent-
ist partners in the conversations do not set
out expecling the ecumenists to become a
part of the Advent Movement, though
they may feel this would be apropos. It is,
of course, appreciated by all engaged in
the conversations that there is a fundamen-
tal difference in the nature of the two or-
gsnizations which precludes comparisons.

hile the SDA Church is a world church
with established fundamental beliefs and
one polity, the WCC is a great council or
fellowship of churches representing an
immense variety of theological beiiefs, tra-
ditions, and c};urch polities, with each
church preserving its own doctrines, eccle-
siology, and that measure of complete in-
dependence which it feels called upon to
exert. The WCC is not empowered to leg-
islate for its member churches.

In addition to generating increased mu-
tual understanding, the exploration of pos-
sible areas of Christian cooperation and
concrete, practical Christian service has
become another valuable intent of the
conversations.

on discussion of the organization, beliefs,
and aims of the Seventh-day Adventist

Lhurch, and consideration of the organiza-
tion, basis, and aims of the World &uncd.
'E

uestions of(proselytism)and|rehigious J5
ibertyy were briefly touched upon. Su \3"-
sequent co i ith the follow- &9
2 and @ Gabbath) versus %, S
Sunday)¢proselytism) amd-{religious liberty,y 3

Vovember, 1969, conversa-
tions pinpointed the 1968 general discus-
sions of prophecy by coming to grips
with specific exegesis of Revelation 13, 14;
Matthew 24; and 2 Thessalonians 2, pas-
sages which Seventh-day Adventists believe
have a real relevance to Christianity today.

Without endeavoring to present here a
full summary of the subject matter of the
conversations, a few general obseryations
can_be made. In the discussion on(law)and

%aoe) there was consf&erablem.
ere was a difference, it was mostly one

of emphasis, the WCC possibly laying
greater stress on the superiority of grace
and the SDA participants giving more
ihility of law and

’ grace Ci
Style ‘of Meetings In the discu on

The conversations have been conducted and Sunday, in
in a rather free, informal, and friendly at- could be expf)o The em
mosphere, he [joint) chairmanship For the Sevenfang ¢, the Ofa
of the WCC and SDA conveners. Approxi- day Sabbath [ Gog's |, al, wh, Of the ; "2NY. Wiy
mately fifteen to twenty participants have creative act [yourg, " Wii You s re OPen/ytrrre”giOUS
taken part each time. WCC participants ment, and o/ INL g4 5 Choice from €barate Your ansgressi,,g
have included members of the WCC staff New Testa ' tho Ios‘flv

(especially from Faith and Order) and
representatives of various Christian tradi-
tions. The SDA group has included SDA
church leaders and educators. There has
been a greater turnover of participants on
the WCC side. The consultations are held
on the basis of equal footing, with each
yearly meeting taking place part of the
time at the WCC headquarters in Geneva
and the rest of the time at the nearby Sém-
inaire Adventiste at Collonges, just across
the border in France. The core of cach
consultation centers around the presenta-
tion and discussion of papers dealing with
the subject matter chosen for the meeting.
In addition, time has been given over to
general discussion and exchange of views
regarding questions and developments of
mutual interest or needing clarification.

Subject Matter of Conversations

The 1965 conversations started with a
broad tour d'horizon and concentrated

14

participants connected the Sabbathwo
mandment more with Mosaic social legis-
lation than with Creation and felt that the
present-day Christian Sunday is tied to the
resurrection and eucharistic service, and
has only a remote connection with the
Sabbath requirement of the Decalogue.
In regard to the related question of cal-
endar reform, the discussions revealed that
Seventh-day Adventists have no objection
to a fixed Easter date in the present Grego-
rian calendar, but strongly oppose calen-
dar reform of the “blank”- day type, which
would disrupt the orderly succession of the
weekly cycle by interposing from time to
time extra days. This would cause the first
(Sunday) or seventh (Sabbath) day of the
week to fall on other days. The WCC
participants expressed similar opposition
to this type of new calendar suggested in
some circles.

THE MINISTRY

12




Continued from previous page

The agreement in the discussions about
religious liberty was very substantial in-
deed. Increased cooperation in this area

is considered by both sides to be desirable.
Concerning proselytism, there was a large
measure of mutual understanding. 0&%

was complete regarding eti )
2‘b DA Church having since (1926)an official
q policr which in its provisions closely re.

/ sembles the wo dguﬁﬁ: entitled
. . . 7 -_
grous Liberty,” Both sides fully agreed that

conversions can only come by uncoerced
faith, and sharing of Christian conviction

—=ammitied that
somewhat ambiguous,
~ccatmse the word has received in ecumeni-
cal circles a definitely pejorative connota-
tion, implying corrupted witness, which
does not harmonize with the common dic-
tionary, definition of proselytism.

: iag has pre-
pared an excellent analysis of the discussions
regarding “Apocalyptic Prophecy.” Suffice
it to say here that while exegesis of par-
ticular passages does not by any means
always lead to disagreement, there are some
marked differences in the respective under-
standing of the prophetic and apocalyptic
texts. The conversations indicated that the
; SDA approach tends to be more “system-

atic"” ?looking for inner coherence and

parallels between various apocalyptic texts)
: and the WCC approach more “situational”
(looking for the original purpose and sit-
uation for which the texts were written),

The WCC side greatly underlined the “par-

anetic” nature of prophecy, while the SDA

representatives dealt at greater length upon

l!\c "gredictive" dimension of the apocalyp-

Le wrnungs.

(To be continued)

There is more power in the open hand than in
the clenched fist,

May, 1970
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We Have a Priest Forever

Message at Bible Study Hour, June 18, 10:45 am.

By LESLIE HARDINGE

An artist cannot
paint a rainbow. No
sculptor can express
a mother's Jove. Even
the symbols in the
sanctuary but dimly

tray our lovely
F:m. Yet notice the
shadows they cast of
our Saviour.

Observe the court.
The door is Christ.
By the copper altar see God’s Lamb,
bound and dying. His blood atones.
Flames of wrath clutch at the victim
burnini there. The laver's fount is open
for all Althiness. By fire of perpetusl suc
rifice, by knifespilled blood, by water
from the riven . your sin may be
removed. Justification faith—this is
the message of the court.

Step into the holy place. The veil
through which you pass is Christ. The
la::r and table tell of fellowship with
God. Nearest the inmost veil the golden
altar of perpetual intercession blends its
fragrance with man’s prayers. Each is

nting a finger toward Christ. He is
the lamp that sheds the light of life w
point the way, He is the bread and wine
that give you strength to walk. His mer-
its form the incense that perfumes the
atmosphere in which we pilgrims trudge
the path to God. Sanctification bLhixh
—this is the message of the bolzrg‘ e,

Pass into the inmost shrine. door
aguin is Christ. The Holiest gleams with
ark and cherubim and Shekinsh glowing
as of God's serene and sacred presence.
Look toward this mercy throne. One dz
we shall share it with our Lord. Glori
cation by gracc—this is the message of
the place Most Holy.

Yet these types speak only with a stam-
mering tongue, In all thewr chorus one
note is missing. Christ’s renderness and
sympathy must have a living sign. Only
a human heart can human love convey;
only a lover’s voice a Jover's love awaken,
To satisfy this nced Jehovah taught a
man to serve. Spirit divine, now touch
our For in this priest we sense our
Jesus plcadlnéoi: His love.

Long ago drew aside the veil to
teach men truth. Melchizedek was Mes
siah’s mediator in salvation's history’s
earliest dawn. He was a common man
and yet a king. His scepter was no sword,
but righteousness and ruled in his
court, This stranger from old Salem’s
hills blessed the faithful patriarch Abra-
ham with bread to feast his soul and
wine to seal his covenant of love. His
order points to Christ Himsclf. Our
Pricst 1s covenant maker, Christ's heart
must beat in sympathy with human woe,
So Mary's womb was portal to Hiy life
of love. With hand divine He grasps the

REVIEW AND HERALD, June 19, 1970

throne of God, and with His nail-marred
human hand He clasps His carth-hound
brethren to His heart. The Priest is
man’s one link with God, Our Priest is
God and nuhn. Lo

God's carliest priest lacked pedigree,
No records of hir‘ arents grus gene-
alogies of scribes. Humble, anonymous,

icJded o God, the Cunaanite came to

Jess. And 30 came One whose own re-
ceived Him not and from new Salem’s
hills He rs cataracts of blessing on
faithful pilgrims ev ere.

God wished the father of cach family
to act as priest. But many fintborn [a-
thers failed. Then God His slaves
from Egypt. With cloud and flame He
led His host until by Sinai's mount the
serried septs were camped. Their Jeader
cimbed the rugged slopes to learn the
sccrets of his Lord, But while he there
convensed with God, God's people in the
vale [forgot TheY made, and then
adored, 2 calf of gold. When he returned
and saw whae lsrael did, Moses smashed
the tablers of the law. By flagrant sin
frail Israel had this Jaw  already
broken u

The idol calf was crushed. The sin-
ning p;\ople dnnl(this':luu. and so be-
came the prison for their I Then
Moses mtf':‘.’u cried, “Whogoi‘: on the
Lord's side?” The guilty sinners, terri-
fied, stood still, One tribe was blameless.
“And all the sons of Levi gathered them-
selves together unto him.” Next Moses
rrayed and Aaron, Levi's son, who Jed
n sin, became one of God's saints. For
given most, he loved most fervently, Be-
couse of this the service of Jehovah's
shrine was granted him. The priest must

pathize with sinners' needs and then
supply the balm in tenderest care, My
soul, read Jesus in this type.

Divinely Selected

Nate well this summons into minist
No man selecs God';ugrien. He h
the call. Christ “glori not himself 10
be made an high priest,” but obeyed.
He came to die the sinner’s death, and
now He ever lives to plead. Observe the
guardian at this piud':ood'n gate. “Who-

soever . . . hath any blamish, let him
not ap to offer the bread of his
God." This rubric beams on Christ. His

righteousness is framed in Jaw. His glory
dims the blazing sun. He is “holines o
the Lord.”

The sons of Llevi lived where God
decreed. While Isracl traveled in the
wilderness they [ormed the frontier of
the sacred square within which stood the
tent of God. And in the Promised Land
the priests possessed no property. Their
lot was that of pilgrims in this world.
And so was Christ's. He guards His host.
Neither land is His nor gold nor silver,
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though He is Maker of it all. His service
to His God and to His fellow men was
His reward,

By God's decree a ceremony set apart
the peiest. (See Leviticus B.) He was
“taken™ by God's choice and * [
to minister, Christ oo was captured by
God's will and, unresisting, came to
serve. The candidate stri himself,
So did our blessed Lord. Heaven's i-
ous raiment He put off to don the habit
of us sinpers here, The priest was
“hathed” in water from the fountain
ozcned in the Rock. He could not
cleanse himself. The Undefiled of God is
mirrored in this humbling rite.

The sacerdotal wardrobe was Hung
wide, andd garments of and beauty”
were there exposed.  “Everything con-
nected with the appare] and deportment
of the priests was to be such as o impress
the Ider with a sense of the holiness
of God, the sacredness of His worship, and
the purnty required of those who came
into His presence"—Gospel Workers, p.
178. Perfection was their portrait of the
Christ.

Linen Robes

The substance of these robes arrests
our cye. They point to Jesus, Mary's
Son. Linen was first garnered in the felds
of earth. The dust supplied its stuff. The
relentless sickle reaped; the unremitting
maul thrashed out its fibery fine; the
spinner tortured it into thread; the weav-
er's beam oft beat; the hot sun bleached;
and hands of woman made it snowy lawn.
‘The unscen mines cast up fine pold and
jewels rare. Fire melted and the hammer
disci the metal into form. The lap-
Mzrz's stone then shuped the and
;oghl e rocks grew into richest owers of
ight.

‘The sclfless lamb provided his best

ift of softest wool, and rainbow splen-

ors cast rich dyes to distaff and to Joom,
The Master Artist framed the whole with
Heaven's skill. And o rich garments were
tailored with rare meaning for the pen-
sive heart. My soul, read all these signs
of Christ in Spirity light. Our High
Priest bears the dust of man to God's
cternal throne,

To cover Aaron's nakedness linen
clothes were made. Breeches round his
loins, robe from shoulders to his feet,
broidered sash and turban for his head
were of the whitest white. These picture
Christ. His ness is the basis of His
life. Our Priest clothes man with right-
E0UsnICSS.

Above the linen coat an azure robe was
draped, This is the vestment of the
Bridegroom Priest. Tts length reached just
below his knee. The “blue™ color reminds
us of God's law. Woven in one piece,
it never must be rent. Christ's obedience
was without a break, This robe of blue
had yet a richer [ringe. Ttx hem was
hung with pomegranates and gold bells,
The stuff of which the fruit was made
was like the veils, which tell of Christ's
humanity.

Their blood-bathed seeds speak of His
fruitfulness. Next listen to the hymn sung
by the bells. Their substance is of et

Id, “of faith that works by love.” Each

1l sings with a separate tongue. The
High Priest stirs, their chorus ‘peals the

[161) 9
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AS OLD BARRIERS BETWEEN
CHURCHES BREAK DOWN—

In a major shift, U.S. con-
gregations are working and
worshiping together. Associ-
ate Editor James P. Mann de-
scribes the trend—and where
it could lead in times ahead.
Al GRASS-ROOTS LEVELS, Amgricaus of

differing faiths are 11)|11Lg_f()rco_s_m

o L1

what some churchmen see as ‘g_p_@igr

departure from rchgmus rivalries that
IVAIrICS i

have p_l__guoﬂchm ers in the p past

In one community after anot er, con-
gregations are pooling charitable work,
sharing buildings, worshiping together,
and even merging across denomi-
national lines.

What is developing is not the formal
and massive structure of unity that re-
formers hoped for two decades ago.

Meeting needs. Instead, religious
groups are coming together on a local
basis, spontancously, to meet common
needs and concerns.

In Los Angeles, a Presbyterian congre-
gation began holding joint services with
a Methodist group after the Presbyte-
rians' church was found to be unsafe
because of an earthquake hazard. Mem-
bership has nearly doubled in the past
year, und the pastor says the ecumenical
spirit is “a key part of the excitement.”

An overcrowded Baptist church in
_l’_gm Oreg.. is holding Sunday serv-
in_the tabernacle of another
2 sl.luncm} inde; pgna;nt denomination,

v“‘) the ~ Seventh-day _Adventist _Church,

which celebrates the Sabbath on_Satur-
day. The minister tells of an elderly lady,
moved to tears by a visit to the church,
who said: “Those can’t be Christians—
they're so happy.”

In Royal Palm Beach, Fla., which has
no synagogue, the Jewish community
accepted an offer to hold Day of Atone-
ment services at the Community Cove-
nant Church, draping a tapestry of
Moses over the chapel’s cross. When the
Jewish worshipers found out the church
had lost its national subsidy, they spon-
sored a golf tournament which raised
almost $§1,700 for the Christian group

This surge of religious co-operation,
involving  hundreds—perhaps  thou-
sands—of congregutions across the U.S.,
comes ol a time when the formal unity
pursued by reformers in the 19505 and
1960s is waning.

Churches that have led the movement
generally are experiencing stagnant or
declining membership, including the
Roman Catholic Church, which formally
joined the search for unity with a decree
of the Second Vatican Council in 1964,

Faced with lagging financial contribu-
tions from its 33 member denomina-
tions, ecumenism’s flagship—the Na-
tional Council of Churches—has cut its
bureaucracy by more than one third in
the last four years.

Three years ago, the Consultation on
Church Union—which is trying to unite
nine denominations into & “super-
church” of 22 million members—had a
brush with disaster when its originator,
the United Presbyterian Church, tem-
porarily withdrew. After nearly 13 years
of negotiations, some leaders concede
the biggest accomplishment of this
“Church of Christ Uniting"—COCU—is
its own survival.

Moves to reunite the Northern and
Southern Presbyterians and the three
main branches of American Lutherans
have only helped spark further schism as
conservatives rebelled,

“We were spoiled.” What has caused
this decline of high-level ecumenism?

Some critics insist that the movement
was oversold. Jorge Lara-Braud, assistant
general secretary of the National Coun-
cil of Churches, fegls:

“We wese spoiled by the rapid prog-
ress imunediately  after the Vatican
Council. Everyone expected the pace to

U. 5. NEWS & WORLD RE»ORT#@
(£ :
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Aoman Catholics, now providing much of the ecumenical leadership in U.S. worship
with Protestants from three denominations at Our Lady of Loretto Church in Detroit

be maintained, but no church could
absorb that many changes.”

Others believe the glamour simply
wore off, especially after the movement
lost some of its most inspiring leaders—
among them Pope John XXIII and Eu-
gene Carson Blake, prime mover behind
the Consultation on Church Union.

But the biggest reason, church schol-
ars say, is public dissatisfaction with big
institutions, impersonal bureaucracies
and the liberal-secular outlook that
seemed to prevail among those pushing
for formal merger of denominations.

Cynthia Wedel, a former president of
the National Council of Churches, says:

“In the old days, we had plcut) of
money, so whenever anybody got an
idea, we'd put in a new department,
hire a staff, and start a program. Then
we'd put a lot of pressure on the local
churches to carry it out. But they would
resent it, because somebody a thousand
miles away mude the decision. That's
why these fundamentalist churches are
so lively—because people feel like it
really belongs to them."

As interest in the emotional side of
religion rises, top-level ecumenists say
they now are finding themselves op-
posed by growing numbers of rank-and-
fite members who accuse them of being
willing to water down traditional and
fiercely held beliefs in u bid for broad
nu-mhcnhup and pohhc..xl ‘clout.”

The Rev. Robert Puniphrey, an Epis

{continued on next page)
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copal priest and chaplain of the Nevada
legislature, offers this view of arganiza-
tions such as the National Council of

Churches:
was an attempt by

s n
t_he ierarchy to have a sort of 5-
W church so they

could speak for

Tot 61l fee

million Protestants. A~

_way, bul_they dont

@m&[‘? '_aflggu_g Jesus Christ. 1 dan't
trust them. e

e
Cat

Still, this same pastor says his parish
“does pretty well” in co-operating with
other churches at the local level, espe-
cially in social proj where. ag:
tion seems to flourish most,

Ordinary parishioners, church leaders
say, are showing that they want religious
co-operation on social problems—but on
a local and voluntary basis, without
compromising basic convictions.

Mrs. Wedel, who is still active in the
National Council of Churches, says:

"The national headquarters used to
give the word, and everyone was sup-

.

Giving up their costly building, members of St Peter's Lutheran congregation march
through middie of New York City to new quartérs in Cantral Presbyterian Church, where
Presbyterians greet them with picture of Martin Luther. Two groups may part soon,

however. Reason

SUNDAY MAR 4
HAM

FIRST THINGS
FIRST

REVJWCRAWFORD

HOI VCOMMUNION

Rising costs have forced sale of

Presbyterian church, too
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posed to salute. Now, we sit back and
listen.”

What are they hearing?

In Atlanta, 12 churches sponsor a
community center that operates free
clinics, sells old clothes, and donates
food to nearly 200 needy families a year.

Eleven churches in the Houston area
are pitching in to support a day-care
center and counseling programs for
troubled families and drug abusers, One
of the participating pastors says:

“We have Southern Baptists, Roman
Catholics and _gveryone in stwcm
Ecumenmn L_grows fastest out of ngeds,
especially Tocal ngeds™™

%hurch survival. Often it is the
churches themselves that are needy, and
union begins as a means of survival

Three Presbyterian congregations in
an aging section of Jersey City, N. ], for
example, had lost their pastors and faced
extinction until they moved in with a
Reformed church that had a great old
building but couldn’t attract enough
parishioners to keep it filled. Now they
function as one church recognized by
both denominations. A similar merger
exists among Methodists, Presbyterians,
and the United Church of Christ in the
smaller community of Woodsboro, Tex.,
where the denominations decided it
wasn’t practical to hire a pastor for each
of the tiny congregations

Even where membership is large or
growing, soaring costs often force
churches together.

In Almaden, Calif, an Episcopalian
congregation held services in a United
Church of Christ building while trying
to get its own home built next door
Finally, it bought into the existing struc-
ture “for economic reasons,” one pastor
says, because “increasingly it seemed
foalish to build a second church.”

In Moline, Ill, the First United
Methodist Church and St. Paul's African
Methodist Episcopal Church literally
huddle together for warmth by sharing a
chapel when the weather is cold and the
small, black congregation can't afford to
heat its building,

Two years ago, St. Peter's Lutheran
Church in New York City gave up its
costly building and started holding sep-
arate services in Manhattan’s Central
Presbyterian Church. But now the two
muy have to separate because the large
Presbyterian church has been sold after
its annual utility bill jumped from
$9,000 to $24,000 in one vear.

Sharing spirit. Ecumenists warn that
ullinnces prompted solely by social con-
cerns or economic necessity often prove
to be built on sand.

“The people also have to worship
together and share a religious spirit,”
says the Rev, Paul A, Crow, Jr., former

{continued on next news page)
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[continued from page 58]

general secretary of the Consultation on
Church Union.

This spirit can be fragile, too, when it
confronts divisive forces that began cen-
turies ago. For instance:

In New York City's Greenwich Vil-
lage, the Village Presbyterian Church
and Brotherhood Synagogue have sepa-
rated bitterly after 19 years of sharing
the same house of worship.

Charges of religious bias were heard
on both sides in the dispute, which
centered on money matters and the
moral tone of off-Broadway plays pre-
sented in the basement of the temple-
church. But members mostly blamed
the death of the Presbyterian pastor
who helped found the partnership and
dedicated himself lo preserving it
When the smoke had cleared, Rabbi
Irving Block declared;

“I'm going to devote myself to the
concept of brotherhood between Jew
and Jew, not loving our Christian
brothers less.”

Together now, but—, Brotherhood
among the nation’s three Jewish bod-
ies—Orthodox, Conservative and Re-
form—is now focused on their support of
embattled Isracl, most leaders say.

There are tensions, too, they add—
particularly over a proposed Israeli law
that would deny citizenship in that
country to people converted by rabbis
outside the Orthodox tradition. Rabbi
James Ruden of the American Jewish
Committee's office on interreligious af-
fairs, says:

“Our disputes within the family can
be very sharp, but they are carried on
with love. If peace were to break out in
the Mideast, however, we'd have a lot
more trouble.”

As for building official ties with Chris-
tians, says Rabbi Ruden, “we have never
been busier,” although he admits:

“There is a lot of worry over the rise
of Christian evangelism toward Jews and
over how strongly the U, S, will continue
to support Isrsel during the struggle
over Arab oil”

This tension became evident in reac-
tion to the Vatican's January 2 guide-
lines for “better mutual understanding
and renewed mutual esteem™ among
Christians and Jews.

While praising most of the statement,
Jewish groups in the U.S, and abroad
deplored the fact that it failed to men-
tion support for Israel. And they object-
ed to a part of the document that read:

“Lest the witness of Catholics to Jesus
Christ should give offense to Jews, they
must take care to live and spread their
Christian faith while maintaining the
strictest respect for religious liberty.”

AW Bt AS
Charities bring many congregations to-
gether—as in clothing center and dental

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum of New
York City, co-secretary of the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee for Interreli-
gious Consultations, said that, while Jews
acknowledge “the right of Christians to
evangelize, the assertion of a conver-
sionary intention within the framework
of guidelines for the improvement of
Catholic-Jewish relations cannot but cast
doubts about the motivation of the en-
tire program.”

The Catholic statement is only the
latest in a series that has brought what
used to be one of Christendom’s most
aloof and unbending churches into the
forefront of the ecumenical movement.

Working with Anglican and Lutheran
leaders for more than a decade, Catholi-

" cism’s strong central leadership has been

able to work out statements of agree-
ment on some of the stickiest doctrinal
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questions dividing Catholics and Protes-
tunts: the Papacy, the ministry, baptism,
the Eucharist, and the fourth-century
Nicene Creed, which Catholics regard as
the basic statement of Christian belief.

Trying to put this spirit into practice,
members of a Lutheran and a Catholic
parish in Wyandich, N. Y., have drawn
up their own “Statement of Common
Faith” in the Eucharist and plan to ask
permission of church leaders to cele-
brate communion together.

Values and doctrine. Professional
ecumenists hope this growing tendency
of | 'cver..s.Jﬂ_._DI{Engm
above doctrinal_distinctions _ will _give

fiew life to their cause. And some even
itve the growing attraction of evan-
gellSim ey ,_may foster unity de-
ite_the current friction. Mrs. Wedel,
ormerly president of the National
Council of Churches, comments:

“First, we in the ecumenical churches
are beginning to see the need for more
spiritual devotion and prayer. And fun-
damentalist churches are attracting
more young, urban people who support
our call for social justice, This is bound to
bring us together.”

A more skeptical view comes from the
Rev. Waldron Scott, president of the
World Evangelical Fellowship, head-
quartered in Wheaton, I1L.:

“Sure, there are ‘new evangelicals®
who want to co-operate with liberal
Christians on social projects. But it's
overoptimistic to expect a rapproche-
ment, because evangelicals are always
afraid they'll be dragged down to the
lowest common denominator spiritually,
and history shows that it's true.”

Mr. Scott questions whether the
whole idea of church unity is worth the
effort. Says he:

"We believe the Holy Spirit has al-
ready encompassed all evangelical
churches and is making inroads on the

ecumenical ones. Evangelical denomina-
tions aren’tany farther apart than all the
Vﬁivru‘éj_fs!ﬂu&d_mwlhln—mc
Catholic Church, Su we slapped g
name op jt, like lh;gp('xsc Ly al
' The way bureaucracies grow,

we might be risking our religious free-
dom, and what could we possibly gain?"
No matter how exciting the prospects

may have seemed 10 or 20 years ago,
» big steps toward structural upity will

enists concede. Mrs.
ecting on her years with the

el, r
National Council of Churches, says:

“We don't want a olithic
church, but_one of endless iversity

without the backk undercut-
i . The Holy Spirit is the
[Emaie et o on't hiak. it

n when _churches are too busy
stealing sheep to care for their flocks.”
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S0P AN AP
and 1972 took steps to reduce
the number of authorized re-
ligious organizations in the
country from more than 1,000
to just three. Allowing 46
Protestant denominations to
function separately under the
umbrella of the ECZ, Eglise
du Christ au Zaire (the Church
of Christ inZaire), the govern-
ment granted fully independ-
ent status only to the ECZ,
the Roman Catholic Church,
and to the Kimbanguist Move-
ment, an African national re-
ligious organization.

Overnight hundreds of in-
dependent Christian or Bible-

based groups were outlawed.
Adventists had

Because

hoped to be granted full inde-
pendent status on the same
level as the Roman Catholic
Church, church leaders were
disappointed when this failed
to materialize.

But there seemed no other
way that the church could con-
tinue 10 operate in Zaire.
When Adventist world leaders
were  convinced that  the
church could carry on its
WOrk w
its teachings or means of sup-
port, they vielded to govern-
ment demands to align with

the lower
schools, a

> R
Erd A
ey o

e

the Protestant organization.
Already the government was

threatening to jail Adventist
leaders because they were
meeting with congregations
that had not been legally rec-
ognized. Thus, with mixed
feeli 0 th sides, o

March 24, 1972, Seventh-day

Adventists becan:xe the.fonz-

Church of Christ in Zaire.

But God had great plans.
An exciting chapter was
about to begin for the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church
in the Kasai,

Looking for a church that
“*believed the Bible'’ and fol-
lowed all its commands,
many church-homeless Chris-
tians found their way to the
Adventist Church by way of
the Zaire Department of Jus-
tice. There, ministry officials
freely advised leaders looking
for a Bible-based church to
seek out the Adventists.

By the end of 1972, 11 reli-
gions groups, with a total
membership of 125,000 peo-
ple, organized in 200 groups or
congregations, had filed pa-
pers to become full-fledged
Seventh-day Adventists.

The numbers were s

An airstrip runs through the center of Lulengele Mission Station. Missionaries live in the homes at
ight, 2 church is at the center left, and at the top
living quarters for ministerial students and those

calind 35

the church’s experience in
mass reaping so limited, and
qualified workers so scarce,
problems in handling this
‘‘evangelistic  bonanza''
seemed overwhelming.

It seemed obvious that the
only way to meet the challen

tive stages.
for the uni
had paid sey a0

left ave the primary and secondary
attending sdmh ion.

that French-language Voice
of Prophecy programs had
been aired throughout the
country during a two-year
period of unrestricted access
i “y 1966 and

ala had learned of
ventist teachings through
the French-language Voice of
Prophecy and had taught the
Bible principles learned from
the course in his work as the
leader of a popular independ-
ent church with several thou-
sand members. As soon as he
got the news that the Adventist
mission at Lulengele was go-
ing to reopen, Mr. Tshitala
came to the mission, en-
rolled in the first baptismal
class, and was baptized in
January, 1973,

In order to help construct
new buildings and churches
to keep pace with needs, Mr.
Tshitala offered to stay on as
foreman rather than enter the
pastoral training course. His
first assignment was to re-
store a water system from a
spring and to repair buildings
for the arrival of a full-time
mission director and other
missionaries and church work-
ers.

When Elder Long arrived
in Lulengele to assume full-
time leadership in the Kasai,
he met high hopes and disap-
pointments headlong. By the
time the church had mobilized

@ v, 1rs 237) 7




Evangelicals in Gritical
Discussion With WGG

B. B. BEACH

IT IS A FACT of recent church
history that the churches con-
trolled by conservative evangelicals
have generally notjoined the World
Council of Churches. This absten-
tion is because thcy do not believe

Christ.
serious reservatio

deployment of thes i
and mea%

Ve, no doubt, been thel:

some alscussu O

belief, and practice. Papers pro-

and Order Commission of the
World Council of Churches, which
led to a clearer understanding on
the part of these officials concern-
ing Seventh-day Adventist doctrine,

ra There have been. \ slmply means that the d
. between the NCGC

spo formal- VEC

ized conversatigl ith the South- ~ tive - """”-43:‘ volve careful
ern Baptists. Di # ‘Fk_ 0as haye also - td zardi g truth, and are,
taken place with representativésof |  there cisive, even crucial,
the Lutheran’ Chu MissoUri | impon ,‘ respect to their
Synod, but thes¢ ha _‘nol been outcome. (7
structured
period of i %Ei';' ‘Unhy

Of special slgmﬁmm:e, sem is the
broad confines ‘of a- gealing with the

servative Evangelical diatog, +

been the discussions with the Re-
formed Ecumenical Synod and
with representatives of the Sey-
enth-day Adventist Church. WCC
representatives have met twice
with the Moderamen of the Re-
formed Ecumenical Synod. From
1965 to 1972 regular yearly conver-
sations were carried on between a
small group of Adventist scholars
and representatives of the Faith

B, B. Beach is the secretary of the
Northern Europe-West Africa Di-
vision,

3 concept of the “given
unity in Christ.” In the New Testa-
ment this unity is presented as a
qualified unity-in-truth charac-
terized by holiness, faithfulness,
and obedience to the apostolic
word and the commandments of
God. The NT indicates, however,
that the given and visible unity in
Christ is threatened by anti-Chris-
tian penetration.

The establishment someday of
complete organic unity of the
churches is taken for granted in
WCC documents (e.g., “Common
Witness and Proselytism”). H

_ 19
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Nuuwa, the first successful dramatic program performed by a group of

Adventists in Kampala, Uganda, was written by Hannington

Here people try forcibly to enter the ark after the doors have been closed.

Uganda Adventists
Attempt Unique
Witness

frst enactment,
Nuuwa (**Noah'’), written
and produced by Hannington
Kagimu, was performed in
Kampala by the United
Christian Players.

When a week before the
two scheduled performances,
only 20 tickets had been sold,
the members were reminded
of the manager’s warning that
religious plays usually failed
in his theater. But after a
Sabbath of fasting and prayer,
tickets sold guickly, and
every seat for the following
Sunday afternoon program
was booked. Soon the Mon-
day evening progra -

The only chu
Ugan

rough the dramatic
medium an effective presen-
tation of the famous human
mass rebellion against God.™

Programs contained a Voice
of Prophecy Bible school en-
rollment card, and as a result,
interested people are studying
the message, and a former
Adventist has rejoined the
church.

Further plays have been
presented since Nuuwa. Thu-
ftaimu (the story of Abraham),
Danieri (the story of Daniel,
with emphasis on chapter
two), and more recently By-
onna Bisosonkole (“All Is
Emptiness™’).

L.ast year
book =

visited it a few months ago.
The report from Hanning-
ton Kagimu confirms that only
bona-fide Seventh-day Ad-
ventists may obtain member-
ship in this organization, now
recognized as one of the lead-
ing drama groups in Kampala.
Currently, there are S8 mem-
bers. The group aims to win
good will, recognition, and
converts to the church, using
a medium that had its cradle in
the church.
Vicror COOPER

In connection with a recent
consultative meeting of secre-
tarics of World Confessional
Families held in Rome, B. B.
Beach, secretary of the
Northern Europe-West Africa
Division, one of the 15 partic-
ipants and the only Adventist
in the group, presented a book
and a medallion to Pope Paul
VI on May I8.

The book presented was the
Adventist missionary book
Faith in Action, and the me-
dallion was a gold-covered
symbol of the Seventh-dav

Adventist Church. The me-

dallion 1s an engraved witness
to the Adventist faith in Christ
as Creator, Redeemer, and
soon-coming Lord, in the
cross and Bible, and in the
lasting validity of the Ten
Commandments. While the
other commandments are
represented simply as Roman
numerals, the words of the
fourth—"‘Remember the sab-
bath day, to keep it holy'"—
are written out,

The Conference of World
Confessional Families usually
meets once a year. It is not an
organization, but L

ucational

opportunities of its aviation
curriculum, received a grant
of $25,000 toward its airframe
and power plant facility,
which will accommodate in-
creasing enrollments: and (2)
Southwestern Adventist Col-
lege received a $40,000 grant
to assist in the building of an
additional women's dormi-
Lory,

Payment of both awards is
dependent on other donors’
contributions of significant
sums to the respective pro-
grams by specified dates. An-
drews alumni and other
sources of support must raise
at least $35,000 to qualify for
the grant, and Southwestern
Adventist College must re-
ceive other support from
Texas foundations and from
its own alumni toward their
essential campus need.

Church leaders commend
the trustees and administra-
tors who have obtained these
awards from the Kresge
Foundation and wish them
continued success in their
quest for private support
among alumni, corporations,
and foundations.

KenNETH H. EMMERSON

In Brief

Tons of seminar materials:
Sixty-one-and-a-half tons of
materials have been ordered
for the coming It Is Written
Revelation Seminars to be
held in various places from
September, 1977, to June,
1978. Included in the seminar
team's schedule is a return
visit to Australia.

Breath of Life reports hap-
tisms: Breath of Life evangel-
istic crusades haw i

casurer of the Southeastern
California Conference.
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An open letter to the church

Dear Fellow Believers and Church Leaders: . J
It is the sacred responsibilia=— ® mew
Am en»tﬂ May 24

WCM:'S and
el work and preaching, lift up Jesus in

of the Seventh- Christ-centered messages that will fill hearts with the
General Organ ve nevertheless felt assurance and joy of salvation and inspire our people to
eaching of justification by faith more emphasis  share the good news of His pardoning and redecming grace

should be given to the new birth and the changes that in a great evangelistic thrust.
follow in the life of a repentant sinner. Many, taking —We are requesting that we refrain from involving
account of the tremendous emphasis in the Bible and the ourselves in public presentations of the fine points and the
Spirit of Prophecy writings on ethical righteousness and controversial aspects of the theology of n ness b
holiness of life, feel that because justification (imputed faith. We believe that all of us could use our time and
righteousness) and sanctification (imparted righteousness) knowledge more profitably by winning souls who are not
are by faith and both are of Christ, both may be included part of our spiritual family at this time. We are suggesting
theologically in the term ‘“‘righteousness by faith.™” that in any discussion of subjects that touch the question of
Much has also been said about Reformation history and salvation in rallies, workers’' meetings, retreats, special
ils impact on terminology and doctrine. Included in such series, or major discussion groups, great carc be exercised
discussions ha o ated theologics CH uch as to avoid that which is 100 often not only barren and
the nature of Christ, the pature of man, the nature of sin,  fruitless but divisive and spiritually hurtful.
- i : jon as 1o whether it is i We should all seek to diminish the flood of cassettes,
a Christian to live a sinless life. In our judgment these brochures, books, and miscellaneous documents, for it is
complex _theological and Biblical issues need not be settled  possible to keep talking among ourselves—to ever be
Jn detail in order to rejoice in the gracious provision of Jearning and never coming to a knowledge of the
salvation through faith in Christ, which includes truth—when on the contrary we should be talking with

justification, sanctifid

others and ever be sharing the love and redeeming grace of

pd news found in Romans 3:24-28,
views about righteousness by faith,
opriate for us seriously to take to
s through His messenger in 1891,
pt of trying to define minutely the
between justification and

finitions of these Iwo terms they
eas and speculations. Why try to be
spiration on the vital question of
who is the beginning 3 e ? Why try to work out every minute
believe that many have experienced this joyful hie on of the soul depended upon all
bave been richly blessed spiritually. On the other hand, we  having exactly your understanding of this matier? All

which we feel {
precious message”’
harmony within t
influence; the fruif
abundance; and a
honoring and e

have observed that some discussions of righteousness by cannot sce in the same line of vision.''—The SDA Bible
faith in recent years have produced, on occasion, too much  Commentary, Eilen G. White Comments, vol. 6, p. 1072.
open debate and unbappy controversy, It has even For some years the leaders of the church have been

engendered confusion, divisivepess, and bitierness. When calling for repentance, revival, reformation, and the active
this happens it can be used as a diversionary tactic by the participation of every member, every believer, every young
enemy. All of this has brought gricf and concern, person, every pastor, every professional person, and every
Therefore, with the concurrence and support of the administrator in helping to finish God’s work quickly.
vice-presidents, including those who are the world division Consequently, the General Conference will appoint a
presidents, and of the North American union presidens, 1 representative group of lay persons, pastors, evangelists,
am proposing a plan designed to minimize or end such theologians, church historians, Biblical scholars, editors,
controversy. This will give opportunity for the body of and church administrators 1o survey and study difficult
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continued from P

The General Conference president writes
to all leaders and members of the Adventist Church
on the subject of righteousness by faith.

theological issues and to share with the church at large
approaches that will help to heal and bind and keep us
together and united. There will always be individual
concepts on minor points, but on the major truths of
justification and sanctification we belicve we should be
united.

In taking the course of action that I have outlined, we
feel that we are following a precedent recorded in the Bible
when the Lord led the early church 1o resolve conflicts and
controversy. Though the parallels between the apostolic
church and the church today are not exact, we believe that
God has a message in Acts 15 that we can apply to our
situation. In addition, through the ministry of Ellen White,
God has smphﬁed the experience of Acts 15, giving us
counsel that & ly and practical.

Very brie/ The g4 same Work o as found in The Acts of
;’he Apostle Co,—,feren that has
aving a p1 be respecte C'ation h € past
to the Gen VOICe th re ra
also was 1 e Cter

Jerusalem. :
settled, and until a final d&trse
council in Jerusalem, all controversy shour
made, the decision was to be universally accepted by 1he
churches.,

The early Christians and apostles knew well that
controversy and contention rarely stimulate stody, unity,
harmony, or love. The Lord also helped them to
undersiand that matters of this kind should be terminated
and settled as soon as possible. It appeared that they were
confronted with insurmountable difficulties in trying to
settle the main issucs involved. But the Holy Spirit had an
answer and already bad made provision for this emergency
so that the prosperity, if not the very existence, of the
Christian church would be assured.

After the apostles and elders had listened 10 the
testimony and the matter was reviewed with great patience,
a decision was reached that the ceremonial law, including
the rite of circumcision, was not binding on these new
Gentile Christians. However, they were forbidden to eat
strangled animals and meats offered 1o idols; they were 10
abstain from fornication and the use of blood: and they

were exhorted to keep the commandments and lead holy
lives.

Analyzing their conclusion, Ellen White states, **The
Holy Spirit saw good not to impose the ceremonial law on
the Gentile converts, and the mind of the apostles
regarding this matter was as the mind of the Spirit of
God.'" —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 194, (lalics
supplied.)

This ended the discussion because the voice of the
highest authority had spoken. The guestion was not
submitted 10 the entire body of Christians for a vote. The
apostles and elders, men of influence and judgment, framed
and issved the statement, which was thereupon generally
accepted by the Christian churches. Some were unhappy
with the decision and murmured, criticized, and tried to
pull down the work of the men whom God had ordained to
teach the gospel message. “‘From the first the church has
had such obstacles to meet and ever will have till the close

of
salvation anv this people
in order that they might Tere Christ in
these tremendous times and hasten Hisses coming.

What we do appeal for is that all controversy and
contentious discussion of this matier be suspended until a
representative church committee under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit can offer helpful and practical direction. Then,
as in the early church, we hope that we can move ahead in
the spirit of unity and love. The work of God must not be
hindered. Confidence can be established, and thus the cause
of God will prosper and triumph.

Wishing you every blessing and with kind regards, I am

Sincerely your brother,

(ot 0 Hilr ]

NeaL C. WiLsON



Adventist Review :::

m. Even though

General Organ of the Seventh-day Adventist Church October 25, 1979 a choir, we are

~ suddenly Tound numsell wilh a large stail Ol qualmied  nol in greal need of prima donnas. Unaer divine guidance

people why : ifications. He we select leaders and become followers to ensure a
was then re 9 ious chorus of endeavor. Leaders and followers
a leader td el S and ork together in such a way that all can be sure that

Of cour; pursue a successful program.

ing peopl . me in our midst (among both leaders and followers)
be able t O OweI'Sh ionally feel that the program could be greatly ac-
times le lp ated if they were not hampered by denominational
the limit ies. This attitude may be a result of a lack of

nce, and generally is. Some policies do change
time 1o time, year by year, and are brought up to

‘ Leadership implies follow
fatigue, f{ The one canpot exist

ership.

signof a - to relate better (o current circumstances; but the
responsit] V1thout the other, Bogh ges are made only when the catire world field is
encouragl 800d Ieadcrship and good esented. Policies therefore should be followed

A tru y. To minimize the role of official policies or to

followcrship are essential,

efforts a lect their application is to reveal a vital lack of true
ognize t rship, and a followership that considers this lack
to sit tly or even condones it could be shocked sooner or
inspires r by days of sterile efforts.

toned

oper relationships cushion problems
Both leaders and followers should make every effort to

Seventh-day Adventist leadership will be loyal to God, perfect, as (the) heavenly Fathe
to the church and its policies, and to associates “‘above'"  5:25-48). This perfect rels*

and “*below.”’ problems and and
Much, much more could and should be said about the

leadership we look for when constituencies go into ses- - . ~<0Ople who follow will

sion and responsible committees sit to select lcaders. But 2 eptions multiplied by good

an essential counterpart to good leadership, as was in- apostles understood this. Paul's final

timated previously, is good followership. Followers who 710 the Thessalonians was, ‘‘Brethren, pray

triumph’’ (2 Thess. 3:1, R.S.V.). And in the long list of
““do’s"" the Epistle 1o the Hebrews includes this: “‘Re-
member your leaders, those who spoke to you the word
Where we belong of God"" (chap. 13:7, R.S.V.). Conversely Paul assured
: e the Colossians that *‘from the day we heard of it [your
RSP0 DENNS love in the spirit], we have not ceased to pray for you,
Dear Lord, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his
In this early-morning hour, will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding’” (chap.
: 1:9, R.S.V.). Such a powerful relationship will leave no
10 ¢ ;
1'wans. o 3ay. Jrom, desp place to be radical, overzealous, lackadaisical, or undis-

”;",'(‘)’L e"'{,o"'f‘?f"' ciplined. Leadership will lead in love and understanding,
' and followership will support the church leadership un-
Oh, that all failingly, even though necessarily critical of some deci-
would proclaim the same; sions of leadership.
then this nightmare of sin Both leaders and followers will reveal faults and
would be over, deficiencies, but in the eyes of delegates, committees,
and we could go home and members, they will be genuine Christians—that is,
where we belong. people who in thought, word, and deed are guided by the

gospel of Jesus Christ and ** * “*every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God'" """ (Matt. 4:4, R.S.V.). [
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come up from land
great big crowd’; ‘v

Adventist Review

n-
lion

1]

to establish the kin General Organ of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

““Where would the covov somrv vonan R
and feelings of these persons had prevailed? There would
have been no organization, no system of raising funds,
no efficient printing office of our own, no Health Insti-
tute, no college, . . . and no need of any very large
houses of worship. Our forces would have consisted of
only a few chaotic fragments wandering through the
land, and the cause would not yet have been an inch and
a half from its place of beginning."

Unfortunately, there are still many who are in the
ranks of the tribe of Meroz—those who scatter pessi-
mism and who use as a ‘‘text’’ the words ‘“We don’t
believe, "’

__ My brothers and sisters, I want the word to go out

A L

from this meeting that some of us are tired of critics and

those who mourn and sigh for the abominations, or **-
who feel we must become more sophict:-
who demand that we must -
understanding of -~
ings of E~
I'm no
rumors tha
adequately
work, or th
there is no
Adventist an
that our instii
tired of thost
beachhead rath
turing the fortr¢
we are not satisfi 10

can only stand
wrought!™”

SDA’s are incur

In the little book on' i
by Richard Utt, I fin e T
matter how bad thing o eV
incurable optimists. W A e { SON
through any human p. EAL C. .. wrough

better nuclear treaties, BY N _auware, social pro-
ars scientific breakth.oughs, or improvement in edu-
~aan_Jesns will come to this

vation i CIOwWatu vow

the world’s air, land, rivers, and oceans; © -
misery in our world’s great cities, brought on by over-
6 (1350)

e \NOYd

December 13, 1979 ngs

BAWIE WWWEEE RW WO MRIAW W Mrwes T owes

Adventists see these tragic conditions as the fulfill-
ment of Bible prophecy. It was with this kind of situation
in mind that Christ assured us, ‘“Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also inme. . .. Igo
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where 1 am, there ye may be also’’ (John 14:1-3),

Seventh-day Adventists have a worldwide mission to
clear up the misapprehension, the misunderstanding, and
the misinterpretation surrounding God’s character. What
men and women need most is what we are most able to
give—namely, a revelation of what kind of person God
really is. All who have accepted Christ are expected to
Wit~ * Him—to share His saving love with others.
cause we welcome, and participate in, any
at is designed to make this world a happier,

‘er place. But our real hope and optimism is

2 of the second coming of Jesus Christ. We

qll take place soon.

¢ landmarks

before us the landmarks of our faith and
itions of our spiritual fathers, we have
Council devotional speakers to present
hs to us in a new and a fresh way:
ngels’ Messages of Revelation 14
Advent of Christ
Tlaims and Significance of the Sev-
ith
* Christ in the Heavenly Sanctuary
ality of the Soul
phecy
tion, and Rejoicing
e must stand firmly for these
We need to review them fre-
made us a people, and what
_.crathers to action. We are told that
.- unfting away from these pillars of truth,
wicluding some who are in responsible positions. Satan,
in his cunning and deceplive way, has changed the
signposts along the way. In Seventh-day Adventist
thinking, the landmarks are doctrines of such vital im-
e that they cannot be altered without changing the
Church.

CU’“
\o9
o %

o o o and begin at
- Ezekiel 9:1 3.6

courageously,
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Surely this judging of the world
by God is utterly important.

NEAL C. WILSON: Elder
Eva, would you make a state-
ment about the many people who
have worked on this, why it ap-
pears perhaps in a httle different
form at the present time, and
why it has not been a little more
specific and definite in certain
places?

W. DUNCAN EVA: I would
like to say how much I appreciate
listening to the comments and the
good suggestions that have been
made. If there had been any in-
tent to change our beliefs, we
would not expose them to as
frank discussion as we have this
morning. | believe this builds up
confidence in what the church as

a body, and what the General

Conference as the highest au-

thority among us under God,

does in such important matters as
these. We tried to make this
statement Bible-based. We found

cept.

Order from your

Mailing Service, P.0O. Bo\

tario L1H 7LS.

Please include sales tax as applicable and add 10 percent or a'n
mailing. o

> O oS
tendency to quote from her writ-
ings.

You will notice that nothing is
said explicitly in the statement on
the sanctuary about the two-
apartment sanctuary, and Christ
entering the holy place and the
Most Holy Place. Basically,
what is said in the statement
suggested this morning 1§ really
no different from what already
appears in the Statement of Fun-
damental Beliefs in the Church
Manual. We also felt we should
take notice of the broader aspects
of the ministry of Christ in the
heavenly sanctuary, something
that Seventh-day Adventists are
inclined to forget. At His ascen-
sion Christ was seated in majesty
and authority at God's right
hand, and He watches cease-

SNEAL O .
like at this time to turn the chair
over to Elder Wemick.

F. W, WERNICK: Let us
proceed now with the next state-
ment

M. T. BATTLE: [Read sec-
tion 24, **The Second Coming of
Christ.”"] “*The second coming
of Christ is the blessed hope of
the church, the grand climax of
the gospel. The Saviour's com-
ing will be literal, personal, and
visible: and when He returns, the
righteous dead will be resur-
rected, the rightcous living will
be translated, and the unright-
eous will perish. Then the saints
will be received into His ever-
lasting Kingdom. The almost
complete fulf nt of most

57485, Omaha, Nebraska 68137.
In Canada: ABC Mailing Service, Box 398, Oshawa, On-

April 27, 1980

sentence to follow the word lir-
eral. ““The Saviour’s coming
will be literal, (universal), per-
sonal, and visible,”” We deal, of
course, with people who antici-
pate a secret rapture continually
I feel that it is essential for us o0
include the concept of the uni-
versality of the coming of Christ
in addition to the other three
characteristics.

ELIAH E. NJAGL: 1 think we
need 10 make a statement that
will be understood primarily and
fully by our members. I refer to
the sentence, ‘‘The Saviour's
coming will be literal, personal,
and visible: and when He re-
turns, the righteous dead will be
resutrected, the righteous living
will be translated, and the un-
righteous will perish.”" 1 wish
somewhere in that sentence or
elsewhere “*special resurrection””
could be included.

J. A. MC MILLAN: The sec-
ond sentence states that “‘the

TP o v
i -».'70'-‘1;:-.‘

nimum charge of 85 cents for




FROM THE PRESIDENT
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on
and mteraction

3 On page 286 of the book Educa-
. tion, we are told that we should
*“study the lesson of co-operation as
8 taught in the Scriptures.”” Notable
S8 among the many illustrations of
cooperative effort and interaction in
the Bible are building the taberna-
cle, restoring the walls of Jerusa-
lem, and feeding the multitude.

Many times we wonder how to
synthesize and create an at-
mosphere of participative action
between Iay leaders and the organized work of the church.
Maybe the following experience will help to answer this
question.

Not long ago my wife, Elinor, and I spent a rewarding
weékend in the Catskill Mountains of New York with a
dynamic group of deeply spiritual brothers and sisters at
their annual national convention.

The group is known as ASI. Some of you know wha
these letters stand for, but everyone in the ok
know about this organizati=

Neal C. Wilson, president,
General Conference

vej

mo

unul O

men|who N&

goal| ghalt P&

soon | yee,

only { nto

their b o 3
ships | ¢ any represent large

~arations, industries, business ventures,
commercial enterpnses and professional services.

I wish I could name them all, but since that is
impossible, I will mention a few that will illustrate the
variety: Harding Hospital, an outstanding psychiatric
institution in Worthington, Ohio; Wildwood Sanitarium,
which has about 60 outpost centers working in six or seven
countries outside of North America; medical and dental
offices; a number of educational centers; training pro-
grams for the deaf; La Vida Mission for the Indians, now
called *‘native Americans’’; an active adoption agency:
the very effective radio-television outreach, The Quiet
Hour; the popular children’s radio program, Your Story
Hour; the Chessie Harris Children’s Home (orphanage) in
Alabama court reporting; ‘‘Bible Lands,”" a sand-sculp-
in California; a missionary tape and
ADVENTIST REVIEW, MARCH 3, 1981

sand w
Southern Missionary College, and Maranatha Flights
International, which over the past few years has assisted
the church in building a hundred churches, a number of
schools, and several hospitals and orphanages on three or
four continents.

ASI was first organized in 1947 under the sponsorship
of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
From a tiny beginning it has grown to be an extremely
strong and influential organization.

The headquarters of ASI is in the General Conference
office in Washington, and a unique relationship exists
between ASI and the North American Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. The members of ASI,
while representing independent endeavors, are, neverthe-
less, compatible with ethical, professional, financial, and
spiritual standards established by the church. They work
in close harmony with pastors and conference adminis-
trators. James Aitken is executive secretary of ASI, and
deserves much credit for its present impetus.

In this connection it is appropriate for me to give special
recognition to Caris Lauda, who for several years gave
unusual leadership to ASI, and to many others, such as

and composition
e ASI president,
alifornia, as he

113

esplendid endeavors such as the health-van mlmstry
in New York City, This group gave approximately
$100,000, and it seemed as though they did it with great
ease and joy. I wish you could have listened to one
soul-winning story after another by ASI members.

The convention concluded with a banquet in which
Robert Muller, associate secretary of the United Nations.

wWas -
tions” *‘prophet of hope’” and has a vibrant and optimistic
philosophy of life. His wife, Margarita, accompanied
him, and they discovered that there is another universal

and truly catholic organization, the Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church.

If you ever get a chance to attend an ASI sectional
meeting or national convention, I hope you will do so. It
will electrify your soul, challenge your faith, and make
you proud of the talents and spiritual stewardship of this
unusual group that is representative of the large commu-
nity of faith to which you and I belong.

(210) 3



study of academic Trees
broadened to include the rights
emplovees of the church,

A consensus emerged that we must
develop our own unique approach, one
that avoids the extremes of both lib-
eralism and conservatism.

Some of the most interesting discussions involved the
method of Biblical studies appropriate for Adventist

scholars. A consensus emerged that we must develop our
own unique approach, one that avoids the extremes of both
liberalism and conservatism, as these terms generally are
defined in theological circles. Ellen White in her day
affirmed that the Bible is the Word of God and does not
only tell us about God! On the other hand, she rejected the
“dictation”” view of inspiration held by many of her
contemporaries. In our study and presentation, we also

both areas, and, after obtaining input from those who
attended Consultation II, these committees will report to
the General Conference.

ave presented this report of Consultation Il because
aterest to all Adventists. But I also would
wtion regarding some of the
«ance we shared.

certainty i oe
ists, teachers, administrave
bers should give the trumpet a clear e

Third, by God’s grace we must resist Satan S erre
involve us in suspicion, distrust, and judging motives. Itis
out of place for any person to use the pulpit or public

platform as a forum to attack scholars, educational

institutions. or leadership, just as teachers must not use the

classroom situation to criticize leadership or cast doubts

on the fundamental beliefs of this movement.

must fejecDthe idea of Biblical inerrancy and verbal

nspiration, but we dare not treat tRe~Sgriptures as just
another human document. While we mustaffirm and
uphold the Bible as the Word of God, “‘it is,”” aEllen
White says, ‘‘true of the Bible, as it was of Christ,

‘the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us’ (John

Fourth, we need to get back to the principle enunciated
by our Lord in Matthew 18:15: “*Moreoever if thy brothe
shall trespass against thee, go g ’

]

e_

erefore re-
c. 3

o " be sound 10 e

\ ¢ time for us to put aside all divisive
tendencies. Now is the time for us to unite in a common
love, a common devotion, a common zeal, and rise up
toxsther and be true to the mission the Lord has entrusted

1:14).""—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 25. to us. NOws the time for us to finish the work 1981

We must take due account of the *‘*human’" side of the Annual Coulitil_we adopted Qerful P07 jning
Bible, such as the historical setting of each of its books. objective asa part o> of the W on ﬂ\\ed We
However, we cannot, without extensive modification and entered enboag‘ s the rtn peen  pm-
a different set of presuppositions, employ the critie today- G0 5€8° * L' 50d 135 PR ¢
dothod . oS bu w of fide O

od used by secular scholars in the  vas then S of the age: nat the \a result, @ he
Recognizing the unity of Scriptur . And 28 W WE nenme L n eclare t c and a Noah and v
use of texts in topical fashion (so nd enhQ™ nce. N\_e uthentie: days of
s o ress At g viole™ oL B2 10 the » 914

called “*proof-texting™”) is a sound Q'=>~ iyt an gible 1 en SINCe T onld cuary 261
wrest passages out of context and With 8 hat 108 dom ppeen S over e &\—\era\dfe‘0 O
something the Lord did not intend. a‘o\’OQate 1aS nas sel | S\Nee@‘ng RevieW gelvoice saying,

Consultation II provided for fur gyil, suc State \sraels _—eT, press together. Do not let
definition of both academic freedom 4o Of aposBE="" ~ellish shadow between brethren. Press
Biblical studies. It was voted that —getlier; in unity there is strength.”'—I/bid., book 2, p.
mittees should be set up to develop de in 374 U
ADVENTIST REVIEW, DECEMBER 17, 1981 (1197) 5
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Whose hand 1s on the wheel?

Fjoined the Seventh-day Adventist Church. She had been
a Lutheran and I a Roman Catholic, As new believers we

enthusiastically embraced our new-found faith and its
religious activities. Ridicule and bitter opposition from
A8 B

earnes

g e years, first as laypersons, then as denomi-
rational workers in various capacities, we have witnessed
every type of assault, libel, and innuendo intended to stall
and splinter the remnant church. Using individuals from
without and at times from within, the enemy of God has

ace and subsided, another ook

spreading and W h
divisions, hoping by this to sel
this too shall pass.

How can I be so sure, you ask?

My confidence that the church will not be sidetracked from

its mission is not based on inherent or acquired wisdom, but
on the certainty of Bible prophecy. Christ’s statement is
“‘that the gates of hell shall not prevail against’’ the church

their own vanity ar Of Noah, Thousands
removing the pill§ Sage of mercy ang salvati
: ; i
pillars they have ¢ aside, one to his merchangir']s'eagﬁc::'l'nrgrt
' 0

assaults against 1 these thin i
ime. Will he sue earing 9s. They will be occupied with

that

Theodore Carcich, a former vice-president of the General
Conference, is now retired and living in Colton, Washing-

ton.

July 28, 1983

our months after our marriage in 1926, my wife and I confidence o1 urx vewe . _
messages of the past, which have placed usuponurmvae .
platform of eternal truth, and which have established and

given character to the work. The Lord God of Israel has led

ple. unfolding to them truth of heavenly origin.
as been heard, and is still heard. saving, 'Go
n strength to strength, from grace to grace, from
r.” The work is strengthening and broadening,
rd God of Israel is the defense of His

{ devotion lelected Messages, book 2, p. 388.

the real cond'\t_'\on of Liman devising
an their PrO- \4's people to the enemy 's tactics, the servant of

o
D
—
=
o)
QD
~
@D
o
N
@)
>
=
(%]
a2

tells us just as jt Was received in the days
will deride the mes-

In plain words y his farm, ang give little or no attention to

drinking, and dressing, planting |

ought to weaken confidence in the doctrinal piliars of the  purpose and obje/ oy i di ;
inted leadership, and especially in the Spirit  *“The coming|ypo N9 as in the days of Noah, as
= believed. . . . In|| 9" N0 sound of alarm had ever 5.
uted their ears,” ST, January 3, 1878

we know no

As for us, we SHOUTe—
S

city”" of our God (Rev. 22:14). Heaven is our goarl: .

keep our confidence in God, His truth, and His church. Let us
stay with the ship. The church of the living God is going
through and will surely drop anchor on the “*sea of glass™
because a ‘‘divine hand is on the wheel'—the hand 31]'

Chnist! L.

(725) 5
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Christ created the church for caring

By FLOYD BRESEE

Like the ark, the church will

help save God’s people because

it is a part of God’s plan.

The church is always tempted to iurele-
rance—especially if it tends to be a conserva-
ive one. It becomes so intent on preserving

s-way of doing things that it fails to notice when its old way
no longer is reaching people.

Like most brides, Christ’s bride, the church, has a
tendency to want to settle down. Security becomes more
attractive than adventure. He must forever be takina
the hand and saying, **Come on. let's get

Praise the Lord for Adventist leaders el -
with Christ in His efforts to keep the churd Nation
emphasis on the Caring Church, if taken s is the peo
Jjust that because:

1. Caring Church emphasizes local pi
goals.

2. Carning Church emphasizes lay involve
reaching people.

3. Caring Church emphasizes
ning members, but holding them.

4. Caring Church cmphasizes the Bibli z
Scripture teaches that caring is what the churchis all about,
Christ created the church for caring.

Floyd Bresee is an associate secretary of the General
Conference Ministerial and Stewardship Association.

ation and you see perfectly
- Look up through a telescope at the
sity of God's universe and again you see organization.

Acts 2:47 says. ““And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved."” The idea of adding people to the

church organization is the Lord’s idea. And whom does He

add? Those who are being saved. Then, in the Lord’s plan,
there is some relationship between salvation and church
membership.

The church is like Noah®

[ 165

5 a
s analogy, Christ shows
—arerauonship as inseparable as should be the
efationship between husband and wife.

In Eden, Adam slept. His side was opened, and Eve

emerged. At Calvary the second Adam slept, His side was
opened, and the church emerged. When Eve stood before
Adam, oh, how he loved her. As the church stands before
Christ, oh, how He loves her. When you criticize the church

18 (834)
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. To those of vou, my
brothers and sisters, who represent
what we normally coasider to be
politically uocommitied Third
World countries, | would say that
unless we are very careful we may
create bloes, which cause a lot of
diviston. These particular designa
tions are not Seventh-day Adventist
terms, but have been created
beczuse of political problems in our
world

We Seventh-day Adventists in
this world church shouid be the best
citizens in our countries because of

tle T have heard s lot from
certain groups, there is one group
within this Seventh-day Adventist
Church that nobody is speaking
about at the present time. We can’t
appreciate the frials they face, the
circumstances uader which they
work, and the enommous pressures
upon our feaders in those countries.
! speak of the Socialist Eastem
European bioc, But they are not al
in Europe, They are also in Africa,
Inter-America, the Western Hemi-
sphere, and in the Far East. If this
church really wants to think abou:
representation  from  aress where
there is very little ongoing coatin-

NEW FROM De@yn

Tough Times
lender Hearts

Foecl e il

flona

Tough Times and
Tender Hearts

High adventure in the Andes
of Peru

Feed Me Well, llona

Spelibinding drama from
World War Il

These exciting new releases

re available now at the Pa-
cific Press booth or at your
Adventist Book Center for
only US $4.95.

Price subject to change
without notice.

F 1835 Paohc Press PulAsnng Assocadon

also facing serious financial prob-
lems. The North American Division
has asked that we be accountable,
that we do not elect officers simply
to represent areds of the world field,
They want a tight, efficient opera
tion. and they have asked us repeat
edly to cut down the General Con-
ference staff in Washinglon. We
have been responsive to that,

Before we came to the General
Conference session, we received a
report from a group thas had studied
carefully the eatire internal opera
tion of the General Conference
office in Washington—the various
programs, offices, office secre-
taries, elected and nonelected per
sonnel—rthe whole group, stanting
with the president’s office,

If the world body says, **Please
elect en general vice presidents and
the world body agrees ta it, even
though we don’t nced them, we will
be bhappy to welcome them. There
are certain responsibilities relating
to institutions that serve the world
field for which the General Confer-
ence is responsible. Some of you
serve those institutions at the pres-
ent time. No one pays for the
operation of those world instinutions
except the North American Divi-
ston.

As a resalt of our study, we
believe it 1s possible to cut almost S2
mullion from the Generul Confer-
ence Washington budget, mostly i

holds con-
duct of e work in their particolar
division.

There are wore vice presidents of
the General Conference who repre-
sent other pants of the world than
North America. If you compare vice
presidents to ‘‘cardinals,'’ we
already have a “‘cardinal'® from
Africa, and before this session ends,

[ predict we will have two African
“cardinals’” among our 15 vice
presidents (ten division presidents
and five headguarters vice presi-
dents),

This church has never tried to
carry on its work entircly and
completely from the office in Wash-
ington. The General Conference
operates through :ts divisions, and
their decisions are final as long as
they are in harmony with the Gen-
eral Conference Constitution and
Bvlaws,

Geaeral Conference leadership is
scattered throughout the divisions,
and when the composition of divi-
sion committees is studied it is
obvious that this is not a North
American church, but a world
church. Many of vou will be Gen-
eral Conference leaders in your
divisions. You will not necessarily
have 1o be in Washington to be a
General Conference leader. This
needs 10 be understood.

Five years ago there were cight
general vice presidents in Washing-
ton. For five years now there have
heen six. We are recommending at
this meeting that oaly five be
elected, plus. of course, the ten who
are vice presidents by virtue of
division presidencies, Brother Diaz
couid have made a far greater
argument because there is no "'car-
dinal’* from all the countries of the
Far Fast, while there will probably
be two “‘cardinals’ from Africa,

We have been blessed in so many
ways. But [ want you to know that
on my heart rests a very heavy
burden for ive, delicate,
— brs and sisters
ferred to as
ill help us

§ examin-
normousy

o of having worked in two
different divisions.

Of the five gencral vice presi-
dents, 1 am very happy that one
preachies in and speaks fluently a
very important language of the
world today, French. [ am thankful
one vice president speaks the lan-
guages of probably the second-larg-
est linguistic group, Portuguese and
Spanish. We are urying 1o do an
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North Pacific Union leaders
look at challenges of future

not eliminate reaping meetings
or the popular Revelation Semi-
nars. '*We don't have enough
evangelists to have long-term
meetings in every place, so the
emphasis will be on the larger
cities,”” he says.

Harris attributes the lessened
emphasis on evangelism in gen-
eral to the fact that the church
has been *‘split and bombarded
by many issues’” during the past
decade. ''People who are tom
up over theological issues and

Morten Juberg, communication
director for the North Pacific
Union, is a REVIEW corre-
spondent,

interests’” and providing an
alternative for laypeople and
pastors "‘'who aren’t comfort-
able with ‘stem-winding' evan-
gelistic sermons.™’

The Lay Bible Minsstries
program, begun in the early
1980s, involves laypeople who
have pledged time each week to
soul-winning activities, This
successful enterprise gives
promise of being a valuable
supplement to public evange-
lism.

For several years Idaho Con-
ference secretary Don Gray has
been producing evangelistic
slide programs that can be used
by laypeople. The success of

this endeavor has Jed to the
establishment of MultiVisual
Productions, a jointundertaking
of the Idaho and North Pacific
Union conferences. Ed Schwi-

T 4

The North Pacific Union officers—Duane Huey, treasurer;

emphasized in the next few
vears, because "'we are at the

crossroads in this church,’”
Fearing says. “*as to whether we
will go the way of what we

By MORTEN JUBERG sow, of the uniop» nica- classify as mainline, nominal
The Advenist Review editors have invited each Narth American Unioa to submit sn 0D depane ‘0\)& ¢ with Protestantism, or whether we
arucle telling what it is doiog to meet the challenges of the pext five years. Gray~" \NO‘ 9 ‘(\’&" will uphold the standards of
xS W cing Scripture and the Spirit of
e e el G : :
W OVWYO™. « XN \and  Prophecy. We in the Northwest
The Adveatist Church in the education criscs ap W 0‘)‘“ e ‘&\\ X C‘(\‘\S‘ 0‘)‘(\’ w arc golng (0 hold (o (he stan-
Northwest, stands at the cross-  In evang ob o ‘0 0\058 N \N‘(\'a \ e Q( S\(\\)\ dards of the church. ™
roads in many areas. lssues that AL B a0 AV 5
may be just surfacing wil . \e$’ C‘(\{\\(\e S‘&\d‘ @ X0 \e\\(\‘o\)g\(\ ac‘(\\(\g “0‘ Church standards
become items of prime ¢o s A\ o \\2% \eS We ‘0\)\ r&(\"e 9;\0(\‘5‘ 66 A\ Predicting that the issue of
eration in the n¢ \Q'ﬁ e Qe‘ '\%G\Q e(s()“‘ 3 \,\\)‘“ 0(\(,\\) '(\G\“(\ e church standards will be **a real
and adjustpe- X0 o e 3 WP eV 3 C G QO V.. \onfroatation in the future,”
e R TOC "y W N acoe e o W 2 e e\ " s e fis bt Bead
magde o \ a0 oW ot © e(e\ of\e \\(\0( e ot arris says he sees a ““head-on
o ‘.(\QSS de(\ﬂ e(\‘“ A\ o ARV \ oY = G 0((5« lision between what is hap-
u\o\“ e\t el 5()0\k et > e xeoC “e’ff’ ‘\G‘(\\N of \ing in our college and
N\ N e o \(\e‘(\‘a‘d *(e%‘a(_(\(\ £of cc\es\a ) 10 e\ C \(\e'\( W& 0\)(5e (- {hes and what the church
NC T N WO O\ ot QW e Se(\la edS\a e'\S‘ e\ C: o0 \en teaching and preach-
0 Oe\le‘ ,(\(\a\\N ol S ) e 63'\(@ \\(\S\% 00 oe < (\'6-“\, £of \ o e Harris pinpoints such
) et ce c Of e C RCE PRI 0(\\\1 5 o 0\ \s as the use of aleohol,
W) aC O\ \aWN o\ of0° ot ot (o i\
A\ d\e . 0O v\()\ \(\ese Wo \(). e S el > ~nce at movies and
e\Sa ,(\(\e(e \S\a\:\o(\' e 0“ ‘\(\\50 e \NO( (\-\0(\“\(\ \\(\3_\ 00 \ oc© es, and increased use of
x. S\ WO O} (1O O a9 CC jewelry.
oV \)(C\\ \80,»_\%%\0(\_ e (%CO‘ g’\\le(‘\ ‘00“6 © @0\‘(: e A il-win- “There is also a more relaxed
o o A WY ko O eV cce‘as' . _e Surate with attitude toward Sabbath obser-
e C‘(\e’\s:‘ \135(;\9\%6 (\G\-\O‘\‘ \‘(\e'\( V \4\0%60 «Tay participation in  vance and those dietary norms
\ A\ \1 . A4S covernance,”’ the Bible and the Spirit of
0
pl of §‘0 e 0O 0\“06 © s w ¥ Church standards will be Prophecy have pointed out to
gel \e\(\e_\ \oadg(\d Qe S (600%“\ TCost to
me &
durat‘ C\'\O(\j o \0 ¢ says Revelation
ones, -\Q‘&\Oﬁ ~eminars will become increas-
“to trah 5 S ingly important in the latter
in thatd 1980s, because they "‘are
Accord arris, this will  uncovering thousands of new

<

Richard D. Fearing, president; and H. J. Harris, secretary-—dis-
cuss the future of the union and the challenges it may be facing.
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Seventh-day Adventist Church — World Council of Churches Page |

L1T% .
‘1" World Council of Churches
A worldwide fellowship of churches seeking unity, a common witness and Christian service

ISearch Site | Search
« African Instituted churches
* Anglican churches
+ The Assyrian Church
. &%’ t churches
» The Catholic church

Disciples of Christ / Churches of Christ
Evangelical churches

. Fn’e:\"'gs (Quakers)

* Holiness churches

+ Lutheran churches

« Mennonite churches

» Methodist churches

« Moravian churches

+ Old-Catholic churches

» Orthodox churches (Eastern)

« Orthodox churches (Oriental)

« Pentecostal churches

« Reformed churches

« The Salvation my

« Seventh-day Adventist Church

« United and Uniting churches

« Free and independent churches

Seventh-day Adventist Church

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is a denomination of conservative evangelical Christians.
The church arose out of the eschatological expectations of the middie nineteenth century
(epitomized by the Millerite Movement), but was only formally organized in 1863. The
Millerites had set October 22, 1844, for the return of Christ. With the failure of this date, the
movement fell into disarray. One of the small Adventist groups adopted the Seventh-day
Sabbath, reinterpreted the events of 1844, and became, in due course, the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. The roots of Adventism, however, go back much further - to the
Reformation and the church of the New Testament.

Seventh-day Adventists accept the Bible as the inspired word of God. In essence, the Bible
is their only(€reed)though they do have a statement -é’D' undamental Beliefs, which is
subject to revision at any General Conference World Session, as new light is received or

better language is found, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. These beliefs include the

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/church-families/seventh-day-adventist-church 11772014
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Seventh-day Adventist Church — World Council of Churches Page 2
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4 Trini#)believers' baptism, spiritual gifts, death as an unconscious state until the

esurfection, and the New Earth as the home of the redeemed after the millennium. SDAs
are creationists and believe that man and woman were made in the image of God as the
crowning work of the Biblical creation week. With the entry of sin, God's plan of salvation
was put into effect. In Christ's life of perfect obedience to God's will, his suffering, death and
resurrection, God provided the only means of atonement for human sin, so that those who
by faith accept the gift of salvation may have eternal life. Since the very beginning, Seventh-
day Adventists have been consistent advocates of religious freedom for all, and have taken
a lead in its international promotion(including at the UN._) O N\/-;},rc‘s 9\3 b&-

Global mission and evangelism are essential elements of the SDA ethos. The church is
intent on sharing the good news of justification, righteousness by faith, salvation through
Jesus Christ, and his imminent return. As a result, the SDA Church is probably the most
widespread Protestant denomination, with work in over 200 countries. Though cradled in
North America, less than 8 percent of her membership today resides there, and there is
considerable growth in various parts of the world. Adventists wish to live lives of service to
God and humankind. To help achieve this goal the church owns and operates many
institutions: over 6,000 schools (from kindergarten to university), 720 hospitals and health-
care facilities, publishing houses, and health food factories. Media centres (worldwide
satellite TV and radio) have been established in recent decades. ists beli ina
healthy lifestyle, which includes a good diet (many Adventists are vegetarians) and
_abstention from harmful drugs, including alcohol and tobacco products. Adventists also
promote public health. The church operates the Adventist Development and Relief Agency
(ADRA), which is well-known internationally for its work on behalf of disaster victims and
third world development projects.

The SDA church sees herself not as a federation of local or national churches, but as one
world church. There is an effective form of representative government. The church's polity
provides for four key organizational levels: 1) the local church, a united body of individual
believers, 2) the Conference, a united body of local churches. 3) the Union Conference, the
united body of several conferences (a larger territory, often a nation), 4) the General
Conference, the worldwide body whose constituent units are the approximately 100 Unions.
The General Conference operates through its 13 Divisions (branch offices).

Seventh-day Adventists "recognize those agencies that lift up Christ before men as a part of
the divine plan for the evangelization of the world" (General Conference Working Policy,
075). They enter into fellowship with other Christians and practice open communion. They
believe that in a certain sense they are a prophetic movement with a time of the end
message centering on the “eternal gospel” to give to the world. While they welcome
opportunities to dialogue and reach bettef understanding, they have not formally joined the
of councils of churches. They do,

service mission.
The office of the general conference is located in Silver Spring, USA. The Seventh-day

Adventist Church is comprised of 14 million baptized believers, representing with children a
fellowship of some 25 million Adventists.
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The WCC Assembly

by Arthur J. Ferch

The constitution of the WCC lists church unity as first among its

he Seventhr Assembly of the

World Council of Churches

(WCC) convened in Canberra in

. The WCC ts 316
churches with a membership of about
400 million Protestant and Orthodox
Christians.

Most of these churches are national
churches. The assembly brings together
more than 820 delegates from around
the world. It's as much a high point in the
experience of the attendees as a General
Conference Session might be for
Seventh-day Adventists.

In Australia, the WCC has three mem-
ber churches—Anglican, Uniting, and
Churches of Christ.

WEC, but at has observer status.

The theme for the Canberra assembly
(*Come, Holy Spirit—Renew the Whole
Creation™) dcpaned from carlier themes.

iy, Four subthemes, cach
in the form ofan intercession, read *Give
of Life—Sustain your Creation!” “Spirit
of Truth—Set us Free!™ “Spirit of
Unity—Reconcile Your " and
“Holy Spint—Transform and Sanctify
Ust™
Under these subthemes, group g
cussions sought (0 integrate theo
and practical life by focusing on issues
facing the church. Most groups
ighlighted social action and justice
erations, which were closed to visitors,

1El{as

-
V

R

functions and purposes.

tioned the centrality of buman beings in
the Christian understanding of the
world. Assuming an evolutionary expla-
nation for human existence, it said “it is
the grandest e . .. 10 view our-
selves as the raison d'etre of God's cre-
ating, as the crown of cosmic creation, or
even as creation’s steward.”

Section 1I's draft report called upon
those who have expenienced the Spirit’s
freedom to break down the barriers that
bind people. “We are no longer captives
of systems which oppress and enslave . . .
be they economic or political, cultural or
social, of gender or race.”

This criticised the inequities of
a world market dominated b
“transnational corporate interests.” It
claimed that international debt is insup-
portable in poor and wealthy countries.
It encouraged spintuality (o engage in
people’s struggles, and the need for
awareness churches of the gifts of
the “differently abled™ (a term for the
disabled).

From Section 111 came the observation
that one of the churches” tasks is to “lay
open the reality by naming and analys-
mg hidden i jes.” The report
named patniarchy, economic value sys-
tems that ignore personal values, and
achievements-orientated value systems,

The Section IV report noted that the
Holy Spirit calls churches to acknowl-
edge the unity that exists among them. It
asked churches to overcome con-
fessional barriers in order (o share their
energics, gi

»
isy 18l

Dr Castro spoke of his desire to see
“cucharistic hospitality™ and added, “It
is more than frustrating that this has not
been realised.”

One session focused on unity and fea-
tred || assembly participants from
arcas such as Jamaica, Ni India,
the Pacific and the Middle East. It even
included a Buddhist monk from Sn
Lanka.

Critics, especially from the United
States, have come (o designate Christian
unity as *a failed expenment.™ Arch-
bishop Kinll, head of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church’s delegation, told delegates
that nationalist movements and funda-
mentalism t obstacles to unity.
Other divisive factors included the ordi-
nation of women (o the priesthood and
“a tendency towards syncretism with
non-Christian religions.™

He added, significantly, that in the
WCC “liberal, radical, and contextual
theologies dominate over the theology of
apostolic tradition.”

Russian Orthodox theologian
Nicholas Lossky (who is also a member
of the WCCs Faith and Order Com-
mission) was asked how close the WOC
t5 to unity. He responded, “Only God
can answer that.™

Roman Catholic Archbishop Edward
Cassidy. president of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Chrstian Unity,
remarked that mutual confidence be-
tween his church and the WCC had
grown over the past 25 years. *We may
now speak openly of our difficulties.” he
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God does no
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plans and purposcs that HK: Adult
'lﬁ, Kings North and Sof S

A e last direct reference
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Commentators are not

God and Our Destiny
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volving France
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‘orld there will be ars. (See Mat
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How
righteousness
by faith
illumines

our doctrines

—first in a series

Weekly News and Inspiration for Seventh

8 (960}

The Judge

Is on Our Side

B Y M A R T

N W E B E R

ne winter morning a man awoke
O'n find his water pipes frozer
No "l;, deal, he thou { /'H rust
rawl under the house with my pre
pane torch and thaw them out

He unfroze the pipes In record
time, all right
ylso set his house on fire. Only
quick action by one of our church
members saved the home from de-

Unfortunately, he

strucltion

Often our solutions resemble that
Mhey
us, creating a crisis worse than the
problem they solved
curred throughout Christian his
tory, including Adventist history

Back in 1888, for |-\‘|'1:[|5v', (od
sent the message of righteousness
by faith to melt the ice of indiffer
ence and legalism in our ranks. In
the century since then the everlast

propane torch work agains!

['his has oc-

ing gospel has warmed hearts and

comforted consciences. Unfortu-

nately, fires of fanaticism and ex

tremism also have flourished

ADVENTIST

I'rouble over the ;..-.‘nl came
through A« Todones and ke o Wags
goner, the verv ones God employed

o proc laim the 1888 message
'hese men abused the essential
truth of “Christ in vou” (Col. 1:27).*

plunging into pantheism. Allied
with Dr. john Harvey Kellogg, lones
and Waggoner posed a formidable

threat to Adventist doclrine and

leadership. By God's grace the
church survived thal apostasy
thrivit 2 furing the decades since
de spite other theological crises that
have come and gond

Adventists

Ip 1o question certain do

In the late 1970s soms
rose
trines in the name of righteousness
by faith, I found myself perplexed
trving to reconcile our historic mes
sage with my growing understand-
ing of Christ's sccomplishments on
the cross. It was a wrenching, ago
mzing l'\;ﬂ"l“:l' L &4

I'hank God, | emerged from that
time of trouble convinced that the
gospel provides the foundation for
pach of our doctrines. I would even
sav that only a Seventh-day Ad
ventist perspective provides a full
understanding of righteousness by
faith. | believe that when we pro-
claim our message in its true gospel
i)llfr‘f"i.‘: :
Christians of other denominations
will see the 11g|:7 and

thousands of

sincere

wel
sweil oWl

September 8, 1988



trust in Christ’s merits, rather than
trying to compete with His accom-
plishments?

When you accept Jesus, you are
worthy of salvation no matter what
your struggles may be. *'Your hope
is not in yourself; it is in Christ.” ®

Why a Judgment?

This leaves us with the question
Why even have a pre-Advent judg-
ment if God knows who the believ-
ers are? The judgment does not in-
form the Lord, it enlightens His
creation,

Here the great controversy comes
into focus. Satan long ago raised
doubts about God's integrity.
Through the scribes and Pharisees
he repeated these charges during
Christ’s days on earth: “This man
receives sinners” (Luke 15:2). In
other words: “How can the Holy
One accept those who are unholy?
And if He can forgive sinners, why
cast me and my angels out of
heaven, vet build mansions there

eacocks. They are
beautiful, but they can’t sing. In fact,
their call often sounds like a person
screaming.

Peacocks, especially the males, are
prized for their beautiful feathers.
The long, colorful tail feathers are the
most interesting part of this bird. A
peacock takes five full vears to grow
these. There are more than 200 tail
feathers, which farmers pull out one
at a time when they get “ripe.”

The feathers are so commercially
valuable that some farmers raise
peacocks on a large scale and sell
the feathers as adornments for la-

10 (962)

CHILOREN’S CORNER

for fallen humanity?”

A number of texts show that ce-
lestial beings have an intense inter-
est in and questions concerning our
salvation.” God cannot simply
brush aside the devil’s accusations,
for His government operates with
the loving trust and loyalty of the
universe. He must settle all doubts
about His trustworthiness. The Bi-
ble reveals that God will allow Him-
selfto be audited. “Let God be found
true, though every man be found a
liar, as it is written, ‘That Thou
mightest be justified in Thy words,
and mightest prevail when Thou art
judged’ " (Rom. 3:4).

One more thing about the inves-
tigative judgment. Sometimes peo-
ple feel {md about having their sins
recorded in the sanctuary. But as
long as we remain in Christ our sins
are forgiven; the guilt is gone. So
God is not ing o record of our
sins up there, a record of His
forgiveness, His mercy in our lives.

A judge 15 on our sidel \\ s

message we have for a fearful,
lonely world! o

Next week: Righteousness by faith
and the Sabbath

“Bible texts quoted in this srticle are from the
NewAmerican Standard Bible

' Isidore Singer. ed., The Jewish Encyclopedia
[New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1902), Vol. IL, p.
93

*W. M. Chandler, The Trial of Jesus INew York:
The Empire Pub. Co., 1908), vol. 1, pp. 153, 154,

' See Tuylor Bunch, “Aehoid the Man!" (Nash-
ville: Southern Pub. Assn , 1946), pp. 64, 06

* Singer, p. 204

¥ Sedvcted Mossayes, book 2, pp. 32, 33

* Steps to (.'hnn.g 70

"1 Poter 1:12; Eph. 3:10; 1 Cor. 4:9; Ex. 29:20

Martin Weber is
assistant to the
director-speaker
of It Is Written,
Thousand Oaks,
California.

e 1mes,
signs of te Time

alf, we can have an
ner beauty of a pleasant person-
alitv and a good character,
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Legalism, while purporting to
produce obedience, fails to deal
with the root of all sin.

{Continued from page 23) foiet
the futility of building one’s »**
either a try-harder -
please nri-

«s worship
same shall drink of
— —~me of the wrath of God™ (Rev.
+ 14:9, 10). But the third angel’s mes-

o -—1s the in-  sage also includes verse 12: “Here

® loves and drausee - 7
resen . there 1S
“If the light Offtmt?hkg)srr?rre\?rl\dgnent, and 52 owg%%;:\\?;nce and
our for Sunday v th
L ord of God : keep holy the
o foundation in e he false sabbath, refusing to K pthe mark

s &
, S
The Trinity | The Pseudotrinity
The Father l'--' you, revealing the

- i m
orship God other than a com
\gib\e showing sunday to be e the beast, and re

yOU consent
d 2 Re
of God.

fuse the seal

view and Herald, July 13, 1897

® is the representative of the beast
® exalts work of the beast
aks lies and deceives

® exalts wark of C
® speaks the truth
into all truth
® tongues of fire
Pentecost

® seals the believer

26 (954)

are they tb.c keep th. command-
ments r God, 8=« the faith of
Jesus.” The di- ine remedy for the
beas’. pri=_:ple is justification *-
faith, which is “the tbr
message ip -
He=-7""

ed all
oabbath comes to
an arbitrary intrusion in
our lives, but as an invitation from
a loving Creator to enjoy fellowship
with Him. The Sabbath also con-
fronts lie 2 in inviting a man to look
outside of himself to the finished
work of Another for acceptance and
forgiveness.

Last, the Sabbath refutes lie 3 by
being God's sign of ecbedience: "I
gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign
between me and them, that they
might know that I am the Lord that
sanctify them" (Eze. 20:12).

But we must beware! Anyone

whase focus is on the Sabbath apart
from the Lord of the Sabbath—and
who locks at his Sabbathkeeping as

the ground of his salvation— has ac-

tually accepted lie 2 and is a candi-
date for the mark of the beast.

Through the work of the pseudo-
trinity, Satan appears as an angel of
light. Pretending to uphold God's
law and government, he cunningly
leads people to accept to any extent
one or more of his specious lies.
Thus a person can receive the mark
of the beast while ostensibly work-
ing for God. It behooves each of us
to be alert and on our guard, and to
place our trust fully in Jesus. o

Ervin K. Thom-
sen is pastor of
the San Luis
Obispo SDA
Church, San
Luis Obispo,
California.

ADNENTIST REVIEW. SEPTEMBER 7 1988



have sinned. Like Adam, He had noth-

ing sinful within to respond to Satan’s

_temptations, but He could be tempted

from an appeal to use His sinless pas-
sions and drives in an unlawful way.
He withstood the tempier.

Jesus also came 1o show that fall--
man, as corrupted by ©-
keep the law “ ~
the law. . .. By
of God, He rest
table character,
time proving tha
be perfectly obc
grace by every soi~
Adam.” * He came
ture had become de)
of God well-nigh .
came in “the fullnes

=
=4
=
=)
wul

1

Y
when midnight darks wee 2

the world, and human _.ies—1tem-
ples for God—had become demon
possessed, and “the earth was dark
through misapprehension of God.” ¢
He came to suffer temptarions art this
fallen level, to leave us aj
This is the other dimeng
mission.

Both dimensions of
must be held together
must give cqual artentio
stitution and example, to
and humanity. Full place to cach as-
pect must be maintained so as to un-
derstand the full truth about His temp-
1atons.

With this in mind, let us consider the
temptarions of Christ, and the way in
which they serve as an example for us.

Satan’s Strategy

Satan “knew that everything which
concerned his prosperity was pending
upon his success or failure in overcom-

“FOI' we
the feglin

within
nature.

Everything was ar stake in getting
Christ to sin. “If he [Satan] failed, he

or He was sinless by

ADVENTIST REVIEW, FEBRUARY 1 1990
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ave not an h
g of our infirm;
Yet without Si

The charge was leveled at

the Creatr~"

N
x W0
ok
vEnt
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¥
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knew that be was lost. Therefore, the
power of his temptations was in ac-
cordance with the greatness of the ob-
ject which he would lose or gain. For
4,000 years, ever since the declaration

:as made to Adam rhat the seed of the

£}

- crpent's
1gh priest wh;,
ties; but wa

fray to force .
“Satan was on His track at every
step, and in the wilderness he assailed
Him with the three leading tempta-
tions with which man is overcome
—appetite, presumption, and
ambition.” ? (See 1 John 2:16.)

Was Sinlessness an Advantage?

To appreciate the gonfrontation in

nearly six
man was at
not been
«y as Moses
T for 40 days.'” “He
aciated through long fastng,
and felt the keenest sense of hunger.
His visage was indeed marred more
than the sons of men.” !
Because His humanity was sinless,

N1 St

tﬂ\s‘s

h. Cannot be o
S In al| oints

n o ROINtS tempteq e

Jesus could not experience the inner

sinful urgings of sinful humans, Butit

was necessary that He, as our exam-

Cin n-
inless
ucial
the
\amn
\te.

ple, experience »~
tensiry

q 1. “9‘
¢eBBUAY -« aepths
_..ure being clamored for food.
10 be hungry was not a sin; it was a
proper desire. But through a 40-day
intensification, His gnawing hunger
became equivalent to the worst sinful
drives ever experienced by humans.
Although spotlessly sinless, Jesus can
understand the mner forces of the
most degraded addict. His example
didn’t violate His ability to be our
substitute. In fact, His substitution
added to the intensification of His
suffering, and hence contributed to

- hengic example. For “His an-

uched witp

the indulgence
sion upon the
Hebrews 4:15 _
e weight of the
sins of the world Was pressing His
soul, and His countenance expressed
unurterable sorrow, a depth of an-
guish that fallen man had never real-
ized. He felt the overwhelming tide of
woe that deluged the world. He real-
ized the strength of indulged appetite
and of unholy passion thar controlled
the world.” '® As the sin-bearer “He
humiliated Himself to the lowest
depths of human woe, that He might
be qualified to reach man, and bring
him up from the degradanion in which
sin had plunged him.” "7

Those sins devastated His frail hu-
manity! How could one man, even a
sinless man, bear the weight of a
world’s sin? There is mystery here
that must be understood without vi-
olating His example. To a degree,
perhaps inexplicable this side of eter-
nity, His substitution necessitared
His divinity, not just to have His sac-
rifice acceptable, but even to bear the

(125) 21



Ninth business meeting

SESSION PR

Fifty-fifth General Conference session, July 10, 1990, 3:15 p.m.

M. GORDON: [Direcied the song service. |

M. H. TARACENA-TORRES: [Offered
opening prayer. |

R.J. KLOOSTERHUIS: Before we begm our
afternoon business session [ would bke to mmvate
B. B. Beach to come to the podium and mtro-
duce one of our special invitees.

B. B. BEACH: | am pleased to introduce to

the assembly this sfiernoon T. J. Murphy . pas-

tor of Sant Joan of Ar¢ Church in Indianapolis.

as an ohserver and official guest representing

GC SNAPSHOT

the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity. He is bere to give greetings on behalf of
the Roman C ulhnhc Church. [Applause.]
rng tus occasion, the fifty

fifth \M\dd session of the General Conference of
the Seventh-day Adventsts, 1 comvey to you
grectings and prayerful best wishes from the pres-
ident, secretary, and members of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Umity. 1 bang
you personal greetings from the archbishop of
Indianapolis, promising and assuring you that
prayers are being offered within our community
for the blessed success of this General Confer-
ence. It is a deep honoe to be present as an ob-
server of these momentous and Spirt-filied pro-
ceedmps and deliberations. For it 1s the desire of
the Saviour Himself that His disciples might adl be
one so that the world may believe

I conclude with & prayer from our liturgy, a
prayer we can vonce from gl our hearts. “*De-
hiver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us
peace n our day. In Your mercy, keep us free
from sin and protect us from all anxiety s we
wait 1n joyful hope for the coming of our Sav-

wur, Jesus Chrss. Amen.™

R. J. KLOOSTERHUIS: We'd like o con-
sader the siem entithed **Ordination of Women
1o the Gospel Mimstry. "'

Before we begn, | would hike 0 make a
statement. The General Conference leadership
would like to make #t very clear that whatever
15 the final vote, we shall abede by that vote. We
recognize that in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. the highest suthonity s the General
Conferénce in sesson. We are m session. And

: Before | speak to the motion,
could you clanfy that we are dealing oaly with the

endation that we don't ordain women?

R. J KLOOSTERHUIS: That is carrect.
Nothing else.

1. V. STEVENS: The Bible tells us very
clearly that we should have a plain **Thus saith
the Lord. " We don't have that for the women-
in-the-pulpst ministry, although there is a need
for them to assist in the church, Culturally,
there were priestesses in Egypt, but God went
sgamst culture in estsblishing & male priest-
hood. The same was true in Chrst's time
—when there were pnestesses. God established
a male ministry. So God was certainly not in
timscated by culture. Sometimes we don’t un-
derstand what God is trying to say, but God is
certmnly nght

L. TRUSTY: Are we suggesting discrimina-
ton in thes regard? My understanding is that our
colleges and universities are willing to accept
twihion and moneys from women who choose to
prepare themselves for the ministry,

ESTELLA GREIG: T would like to speak
against the motion—that is, | would like to
speak in favor of the ordination of women to the
gospel ministry. [ beheve that at this time in our
church’s history, we need to liberate the Holy
Spintto work with whatever church member He
sees fitto work with. And if we as an organized
church imit His work, then | think it is going
o prolong the time as we wait for the Second
Coming. Let us not hind the wings or the work
of the Holy Spirit

L. GUDMUNDSSON: It seems to me that
this guestion of ordaining women is really a
problem that the Seventh-day Adventist Church
bas with the entire question of ordination.

It appears that we as a church carry a weight
of conscience with the women that we presently
have working in the ministry. These women are
domng the work of U)c Hnl) Spirit

m for such a time as this.

We sl want God's work to be fimished. We
implore Him with prayers for the finishing of
His work. And God has committed Himself to
working through broken vessels, human ves-

8 (872)
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FOCUS ON NOR T Hgd

almost violent theological *
counter to the =~
nise

) oo

—unsciousness with

/ (n-ORY l“““m“s <oy and sounds (Matt. 24: Mark
/ . A B &

/ o Yet it is a person-centered awareness. We look for

1A newsS o our Saviour. our Friend. the Bridegroom.

WE —ry and the In the Epistle to the Ephesians the doctrine of the church

-« xaVE is set forth in sweeping cosmic terms.

cohesiy e group who | The believers are witnesses to humans

embraceu mese understandings. and angels. They were chosen “before

A series of Bible conferences MilliS[l‘)’ bé’[()Hg’S to the the creation of the world 10 be holy and
developed a platform of “present g g blameless in his sight™ (Eph. 1:4). They
truth.” Now they had a banner—"the whole peop’e OfGOd, are somehow used by God m bringing
commandments of God and the faith about the consummation of all things—
of Jesus™ (Rev. 14:12, RSV). not a pl'i\'i’(’gedf(’w, “to bring all things in heaven and on

Early Seventh-day Adventists were earth together under one head. even
mostly anti-organization. To form a — Christ™ (verse 10), “Having believed,
new denomination was to returmn to Babylon, out of you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
which they had been cast. Unthinkable! But the die was Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until
cast. The differences between Seventh-day Adventists the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the
and their former communions were irreconcilable. They praise of hus glory™ (verses 13, 14),
needed also to be distinguished from Adventists who The church is on her way to meet the Bridegroom,
had not accepted “present truth.” Organization was who vouchsafes her ultimate salvation. She does not
nevitable (1861). face an uncertain future.

Seventh-day Adventists have always looked upon them- The imagery of the bridal procession and the subse-
selves as bemng in solidarity with historic Christiamity. quent marriage ceremony is a familiar motf in
Seventh-day Adventists hold to the central core of truths of Scripture. Closely associated with the marmage symbol-
the Christian faith: God is one. yet manifest as three ism is the picture of an enthronement (see Ps. 45). The
Persons—Father. Son, and Holy Spint: the Son is of the King is being married 1o His people. Psalm 68 forms a
same substance and nature as the Father (we believe in the background for Ephesians 4. The Perfect Man. Jesus.
Son’s preexistence. His etemal power and Godhead); the has promised to return for His chosen bride. At His
Holy Spinit is also coequal. It is not necessary 1o review a coming He grants her status (immortality). He has loved
long list. Seventh-day Adventists do not preach another her and given “himself up for her 10 make her holy.
gospel. cleansing her by the washing with water through the

The point is that Seventh-day Adventists meet all the word, and 1o present her to himself as a radiant church,
criteria of an authentic church. The idea of cult (follow- without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish. but holy
ing one individual who dictates all beliefs) or sect does and blameless™ (Eph. 4:25-27),
not apply. In this He “will not falter or be discouraged™ (Isa.

The four classical marks of the biblical church apply 42:4). We have His assurance that the church militant
1o Seventh-day Adventists: its fiofiness (in Jesus Chnst), will become the church tmumphant. ©=

its catholicity (universahty), its apostolicity (in harmony
with the vatness of the apostles/founders). its uniry (one
Lord. one faith. one baptism).

Whatever the judgment of fellow Christians,
Seventh-day Adventists are certain that before God their
fellowship is an authentic expression of the body of
Christ. Within the biblical parameters and guidelines, it

* Unless otherwise noted. all Bible references m this amicle are from the
New Inemancaut Version

AVENTST REVE W, DETCEER 1, 1560 (1059) 27

51—




HE BIBLE does not support the
common system of eccleswastical
order, as we know i, within
the Christian Church
The Seventh-day Adventist Church
follows a model of organizational

order in the church which 18 modified

from the orders of Koman

L

Catholicism, but it retains the same

notions of clerical order which
separates the members of the C hurch
into two classes~clergy and laity. The
Bible knows no such bifurcation or
division. In fact, Martin Luther w

“order”” of believers—the laity, which
means “‘the people of God
Of the people of God, the Bible

says.

But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, @ holy natton, Ged's cuon
people, that you may declare the
wenderful deeds of kim who called you
oul of darkness mto his marvelous light

D.1 Douglas Devnich

Once you were no people but now you are
Gad’s people; once vou had not recerved
mercy bul now you have recervad mercy
{1 Peter 2.9, 10)

Clearly this speaks of all of us,
whether or not we are employees of
the Church. All of us are in the
priesthood once we have become
God’s people.

l‘«wnﬁ;. the Remnant church of

ad, ought also
Reformation in the
fer of hicrarchicalism, or shall we
say “clerxcalism.” The so-called
“laity"”" of the Church 1s now ready
for it. The question may be. Are the
“clergy"” ready?

Let us brefly review history

When the Protestant reformers
awakened to the Divine call to restore
the Gospel of Salvation by Faith

| Alone, they confronted a church that

was hierarchical, sacerdotal (priestly),
and clerical (domunated by dergy)

The dergy held “power to command”’
equal to and often above the state.
This dominance over people’s lives

l the Church that said that Jesus Chnst

had delegated to the clergy-controlled
Church the right to dispense or

| withhold grace. It was inconceivable

| order.

| Church which live in some superior

at that time that the common people
could relate with God on a personal
and relational basis. There was no
grace of God for the people apart
from the Church. Thus, the leaders
of the church were the dispensers of
grace and the guardians of Church |
In harmony with the Reformation,
most every Adventist realizes that it is
not in God's order of things that any
other person can stand as mediator
between the believer and his'her tn-
une God. Why then do we retain the
false idea that clergy are a .
classification of people within the

state of spiritual achievement?
Fundamental to the Reformation is the
truth that the reception of Grace is
dependent upon the response of the
individual to Christ in 2 direct and
personal way. Being made right with
God s not mediated through the
church institution, but directly
through Jesus Chrst
There are several exa

was a recognition given to all
believers and not only to apostles,
elders or deacons, In that sense, every
one who believed in Christ was equal
with everyone else in the ministry of
spintual gifts. This along with other
references helps us to understand that
the New Testament did not
contemplate that in the centuries to
follow, 2 special order of ““clergy”
would arse to exercise their spiritual
gifts while others (the laity) would be
spectators in the spiritual enterprise of
bringing others to believe in Jesus
Christ

Perhaps it 1s time for us to |
reconsider the New Testament model
of the ““priesthood of all believers”
and recognize that in the work of the

| was undergirded by the theology of | Charch, all are ministers. Then the

2

MESSENGER DECEMBER 1993

Cover photo—Furon Chrstmas, Cullew Cardens, Whithy, Ontario, by Robin Carby
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QB E S T E DI T ORI AL

GEORGE H. CRUMLEY

How Do You Spend
$500 Million?

Jithe in North AericaXhis year will top $500 Adventist Mede
million for the first time)in Adventist history. A :

half billion dollars!

fohn

So how will we spend $500 million next year!

We'll spend about $200 million making sure that there
are pastors for our churches in North America. That
includes paying salaries, benefits (such as health-care
coverage), retirement fund contributions, and expenses for
continuing education and professional improvement.

About another $15C million will be spent to support
Adventist church schools and academies. (Tuirion, local
church subsidies, alumni donations, and other funds make
the total spent for our K-12 education system more like
$400 million.)

Church programs-—like evangelism, summer camps, and
camp meetings—use about $70 million. Another 370 million
is spent on support functions, such as staffing conference

offices, maintamning buildings, and insurance costs.
The final $10 million is left in reserve, for
unforeseen opportunities or emnergencies.
It’s an awesome responsibility. We, your
caders, need your prayers: that we’ll be able
o make wise decisions; thar we'll stick 1o
ur budgets; that God will help us see
ays in which we can use His funds in
1 \e wisest possible manner.

Gewrge H. Cnomley is treaswrer of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in North Amenica.

6 (1478) ADVENTIST REVIEW DECEMBER 1996
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e TN ‘fm
Dear Friend(s), Fae (3017 bBH6ETS

_ We should like to introduce ourselves to vou. The Office of United Mations Liaison is located at the
Seventh-day Adventist Church world headquarters and operates as part of the department of Public Affairs and

Religious Liberty. Its mandate is 10 provide a channel of communication and influence at "
working with the main organization and its 48 different subsidiaries, such as the World Health Organization, the
High Commission for Human Rights, United Nations Children’s Fund (U'NICEF) and many more,

The Church holds consultative status with the Economic and Social Committee of the UN {ECOSOC) and
is consulted on a wide range of different subjects including religious freedom, human rights, health and medical
work, and education.

Last year 1 was privileged to attend the Millennium Summit (54" General Assembly of the UN}, the W
Religious Leaders Summit, the celebration of Human Rights Day, and various committees as=-*
and health. This gave me opportunity to speak to national representatives
Sudan, Colombia, Algeria and many others, sharing wi «yWhen the earl

the gosP
The most significant conferences sponsored by . from the simplicity lost the Spiritan ces
{LDXC) Conference in May, and the Conference on Raci pa\’t\ﬂg ites and cU foms, control the conscié
addition, we shall be participating in the Commission oz heathen ! cand i v he secular
S

Our immediate need right now is to start a volun power of God, ought the support rch that con-
777 UN Plaza in New York can be staffed and physical p
credible “UN Witness™ be maintained. Enclosed is a cop
reading. Please let us know if you'd like to receive the ne

check can be made payable to the General Conference, UN
pray that you may be able Lo give in proportion to the great

the United States 10 form

f the peast, the religious

the civil govern-

< United Nations Liaison Diretts

fnue our unigue opportunity to witness 1o everyone working at the United
ission, and thought leaders from all around the world.

ming alliance

gcience. Great Contr
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On Religious Liberty, Adventists Join Hands With

Catholics
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In a landmark decision handed down on January 11, the
U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled that church employ-
ees do not have the right to sue the religious institutions that
hire them under Federal workplace anti-discrimination laws.
The lawyers at the Office of General Counsel for the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church hailed the decision as a triumph
for religious liberty. In a statement published by the Advent-
ist Review, church officials expressed their pleasure.

The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists wel-
comed the court’s unanimous decision. As one of many
religious organizations that filed friend of the court briefs in
support of the Lutheran run church school, we are pleased
with the outcome. For the Adventist Church in the United
States this means courts will not be second-guessing the
hiring and firing of our pastors and teachers. No longer can the church be hauled into court when it dis-
misses a pastor or teacher for immoral conduct or straying from the teachings of the church. Rather, the
church is free to make these decisions without fear that a secular judge and jury will decide it

was instead pretext for an improper motive....
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Adventist Health and St. Joseph Health Ahnounce
Formation of a New Joint Operating Company

Apr 23, 2018

Adventist Health and St. Joseph Health announced an agreement today to integrate clinical activities and services through a new joint

operating company. The partnership will extend across clinics and faclities in Humboldt, Mendocino, Sonoma, Lake, Napa and Solano countles
The proposed arrangement is subject to regulatory review,

"Adventist Health and St Joseph Health believe this is the right thing to do for the com

f God is
The church that holds to the word 0

N ~ i s :

i t church O
once thus apart from this gred
were
coordinating their care across the spectrum of their health needs.”

a0 he path of reconci\iation o
ome never changes. Her

The affiliation applies to facilities, services and clinics associated with Adventist Health
Adventist Health Clear Lake, Adventist Health St. Helena and Adventist Health Vallejo ar - the
estants; they
clinics associated with St, Joseph Hospital Eureka, Redwood Memorial Hespital, Santa Ro
and the St. Joseph Home Care Network. The arrangement does not include the other L5

; - o
day? \t1s {he rejection ©
States or the other 50 Providence St, Joseph Health hospitals located throughout the wesg

Adventist Health and St Joseph Heaith will retain existing hospital names, licenses, capitd

"Bath Adventiet Health and St Joceph Health have a strong history of successful clinical collaboration. This is an extraordinary moment in the
histories of St. Joseph Health and Adventist Health,” said Kevin Klockenga, St. Jeseph Health Northern Cazlifornia Region president and chief
executive officer, "By coming together under a new organization, we will work together to ensure a healthier future for the communities we
serve by providing patients acce

ccess to a full continuum of high-quality services close to home

Officials at Adventist Health and St. Joseph Health are working toward a closing of the proposed transaction sometime later this year.
Meanwhile, both organizations remain committed to delivering exceptional care throughout the region

St.JosephHealth -‘5'},‘—:-

(. What can we help you with?
Our Locations

Our Programs Find a Doctor

Careeors To Your Health

Newsroom
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and malice can do under 2 plea ©

fol-
m m rches that have T
very century furnishes ¢ pé?\S\J?ch and State. Protestant chu osted i milar

man
“Almost € orldly powers have voritism on the
serving GO

ing all i s religious fa
lowed in the steps of Rorr;ecgz':;g:(‘:e?. spcution always follo |

278
. . .. hec VO\ 4 p
desire to restrict liberty 0 spirit of Prophecy

S,”
part of secular govemment

EW Will pursye g simi rld and W
p a e Pro ]
divine Precepts » Similar coyrse towarg testantism jn the

‘ those who honor ajj the
reat Controversy 1911 p. 615

“ ls were sent to aid the mighty angel from heaven, and 1 heard VOlcetSa ng(ﬁ:‘
Angedst ound every where, Come out of her, my peop_le, that ye be not par ers
b gins, Sd that ve receive not of her plagues; for her sins have reached unt((j)d_ San tc;
o Cor ar? th rer%lembered her iniquities. This message seemed to k_)e an addi f10" f
e G'Od . age, and joined it,.. the last solemn warning, proclaiming the fa hor
e o m?s agljli,n upon God's people to come out of her; that they might escapt}el e
oo, Theg lieht that was shed upon the waiting ones penetrate_d e:vertht hereé
et dooni\.d'had anyg light in the churches, who had not heard and rejected t't? red
?rr\]gs;gog:,vgnswered to the call, and left the fallen cgul(rcheg.é. allsarirslecg}r;]ors\z r&i r%ea:tls

i i [ their Lord, and keepin nts.
E?t?ktthhi?:jr iggga\é\gt\?vgsl?csoe(jlgoirslrﬁoﬁr; all were to be tested upon it, and the_precious
ongs were to be called out from the religious bodies.”

Spiritual Gifts Vol. 4 p.195

The Question that Changed My Life

A number of years ago, | had the privilege of teaching at a school of ministry. My students were hungry for
God, and I was constantly searching for ways to challenge them to fall more in love with Jesus and to become

voices for revival in the Church. | came across a quote attributed most often to Rev. Sam Pascoe. It is a short
version of the history of Christianity, and it goes like this:

Christianity started in Palestine as a fellowship;
it moved to Greece and became a philosophy;
it moved to Italy and became an institution;
it moved to Europe and became a culture;
it came to America and became an enterprise.

Some of the students were only 18 or 19 years old—barely out of diapers—and | wanted them to understand and
appreciate the import of the last line, so I clarified it by adding, “An enterprise. That’s a business.” After a few
moments Martha, the youngest student in the class, raised her hand. | could not imagine what her question
might be. I thought the little vignette was self-explanatory, and that | had performed it brilliantly. Neverthe-
less, I acknowledged Martha’s raised hand, “Yes, Martha.” She asked such a simple question, “A business?
But isn’t it supposed to be a body?” I could not envision where this line of questioning was going, and the

only response I could think of was, “Yes.” She continued, “But when a body becomes a business, isn’t that a
prostitute?”
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